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Spring2012
COURSE

DESCRIPTION

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH ISSUES

Instructor: Dr. Moshe Gresser

Course Description: 

This course will explore a series of issues that engage and concern contemporary Jews.  These issues will be set in the context of relevant Jewish traditions and selected texts, which will provide necessary Jewish substance and background.  The tension between tradition and modernity, as well as that between Israel and the Diaspora, especially America, will serve as the backdrop for many of these issues, so vital to the Jewish future.  Class discussion will attempt to develop the skill of articulating the intelligence of opposing views while struggling to discern the truth, the classic Jewish procedure in an "argument for the sake of Heaven."  

Required Reading:  Articles and texts in the Reader for Contemporary Jewish Issues, available at Xeroxing store.  Occasional handouts.  

Grading System: 

1) Two take-home Reading Quizzes (10% each) - one in each half of the course.   

2) Midterm Exam (40%); 

3) Either Final Exam (40%): Exams will be based on readings and class discussion.  Students are responsible for assigned readings whether they are reviewed in class or not.  

*OR Research paper (8-10 pages final draft, typed) (40%).  Topic deadline, with Bibliography, due one week after Midterm Exam; complete rough draft (optional) two weeks before final due date).  If you miss the deadlines, you must take the Exam instead.  

N.B. - Attendance is required.  Unexcused absences will lower your grade.

Weekly Schedule and Reading Assignments:

First Week:

Introductions and overview:  Issues bind, issues divide.  What is a Jewish Issue?   

What are arguments for the sake of heaven?  

For next class, read Handout from Encyclopedia Judaica: "Who is a Jew?" 

The "Who is a Jew?" Debate in Israel and in Judaism:  A defining issue. What is at stake?  Who cares?  Brother Daniel versus the State of Israel:  What is a Jewish State?  

Second Week: 

Context and Background: The Jewish civilizational vision; What is the Jewish Role in the World?  The Chosen People. Isn't that chauvinistic?  Jewish Modernity and the Emancipation. Is Judaism a religion or a nation or a civilization (or all three)?  

Matrilineal vs. patrilineal descent: What's the issue?  What are the values reflected in each position?  Reform versus Orthodox positions.  Is it all a matter of taste?  

Third Week: 

Conversion: Why are circumcision (Brit Milah) and ritual immersion in a mikveh necessary?  Where do women fit in, if circumcision is the sign of the Covenant with God?  

What is "a good Jew"?  Can one doubt God's existence and still be a good Jew?  Does a good Jew need to keep the commandments?  Why choose to be Jewish? 

Fourth Week: 

Jewish Difference versus Assimilation:  Opposing Trends in America.  Jewish clothing, Hebrew language, Jewish names, Jewish calendar and holidays.  How much difference is necessary?  Do you put a mezuzah on your dorm room doorway? ** Reading Quiz #1 Due

Intermarriage: Why marry a Jew?  Isn't love all that matters?  Should Jews not date non-Jews?  What is at stake? What are the benefits of intermarriage? 

Fifth Week

What is Jewish marriage?  The Jewish Wedding ceremony ("Kiddushin") as an expression of values.  Why marry Jewish?  

** MIDTERM EXAM **

Passover Vacation  

Sixth Week

Antisemitism, Anti-Judaism, Anti-Zionism:  Why hate Jews?  Four historical stages in the development of Jew-Hatred.  Christianity and Jew-Hatred 

Antisemitism and the Jewish State, Israel and the Media; the case of Jonathan Pollard 

Seventh Week: 

The Holocaust, the Shoah, and Modern Jewish identity.  How important should the Holocaust be to Judaism?  Is there a danger of it becoming too important in defining Jews today? 

The State of Israel and anti-Zionism.  

Eighth Week: 

Jewish women, feminism, and halakha (Jewish law); Men's and Women's roles;  Background Reading:  the biblical story of the creation of human beings.  

Feminism and Judaism:  Women's Torah, women's rituals, women's leadership. 

Ninth Week: 

Issues in Jewish Dating:  Modesty (tsniut) and Jewish dress.  What do our clothes say about how we see ourselves and how we see others?   

Issues in Jewish Dating:  Touching (negi’ah) and not touching.  Is virginity a value worth embracing today?  

Tenth Week: 

Judaism and Sexuality; Premarital sex.  

** Reading Quiz #2 Due 

Jewish Marital Sexuality and Family Purity Laws.  

Eleventh Week: 

Homosexuality, sexual identity, and Judaism.  A modern argument for the sake of heaven?   

Summing Up.  What's this all about?  

***Final Exam***

Suggested Supplementary Reading:
· S.N. Eisenstadt, Jewish Civilization. The Jewish Historical Experience in a Comparative Perspective, 1992.  

· Jacob Neusner, Judaism in Modern Times. An Introduction and Reader, 1995. 

· Jack Wertheimer, A People Divided: Judaism in Contemporary America

· Steven Kepnes, ed., Interpreting Judaism in a Postmodern Age, 1996. 

· Eliezer Berkovits, Crisis and Faith. New York: Sanhedrin Press, 1976.  

· Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World. A Documentary History

· Prager and Telushkin, Nine Questions People Ask about Judaism

· Marc Kelner, Contemporary Jewish Ethics 

· Maurice Lamm, The Jewish Way in Love and Marriage 

· David Feldman, Marital Relations, Birth Control and Abortion in Jewish Law 

· Shmuley Boteach, Kosher Sex. A Recipe for Passion and Intimacy, 1999. 

· Gila Manolson, The Magic Touch. A Jewish Approach to Relationships, 1992. 

· Gila Manolson, Outside Inside. A Fresh Look at Tzniut, 1997. 

· Robert Wistrich, Antisemitism: The Longest Hatred

· Rachel Biale, Women and Jewish Law 

· Susannah Heschel, On Being A Jewish Feminist

· S. Grossman, R. Haut, Daughters of the King

· Irving Greenberg, The Jewish Way. Living the Holidays 

· Mordicai Waxman, ed., Tradition and Change.  The Development of Conservative Judaism. 

· Bruce A. Philips, Re-Examining Intermarriage:  Trends, Textures, Strategies, 1995. 

· Egon Mayer, Love and Tradition.  Marriage between Jews and Christians, 1985. 

Jewish Identity in Israel and the Diaspora

Dr. Yehuda Bar-Shalom

This course will explore the issue of identity.  We will focus on Jewish identity in the USA and Israel as a means of exploring the topic.  We will use primary and secondary texts from the fields of history, sociology, and psychology.  The student will be expected to participate in the class, and read the assigned material.

Grading system:

There will be a final examination at the end of the semester.  The final grade will be based on the final and class participation.

Detailed Outline:

First week:

1.
Introduction to the course and a review of the required readings.

Second week:

2.
Some psychological notions of identity-read chapter 5, Erikson.

Third week:

3.
Nationalism and Ethnicity-read Anthony Smith.

Fourth week:

4.    
 ibid. -read Hobsbawm.  We will compare and contrast the theories of Smith and Hobsbawm.

Fifth week:

5.
American Jewish identity, ethnicity, religion, and their place in American  society.  Read Cohen and Heilman.

Sixth week:

6.
American Jewish identity continued.  Read Dershowitz.

Seventh week:

7.
Israeli identity-ethnicity, religion and their place in Israeli society.  Read Smooha, and Herman.

Eighth week:

8.
Israeli identity continued.  Read Amos Oz, in the Land of Israel

Ninth week:

9.
Contemporary Russian Jewish identity-Read Webber on Russian Jewish identity.

Tenth week:

10.
Modern European Jewish identity, a comparison-Read Webber on European Jewish identity.

Eleventh week:

11.
Summary and review.

Required reading are available on line.  

Detailed information will be given by the teacher during the first class.

Smith,  Anthony
(1236730) Ethnicity and Nationalism, 320.158 ETH

Smith,  Anthony
(1399509) Ethnicity, 323.1 ETH

Smooha, Sammy
(56945000) Social Research on Jewish Ethnicity in Israel, 016.30145

Erikson, Erik
(1067843) Childhood and Society, 155.4 ERI

Hobsbawm, Eric
(1297710) The Invention of Tradition, 301.2 INV

Cohen, Steven
(119581) American Assimilation or Jewish Survival, 933.5(73) COH

Cohen, Steven
(1156572) Israel Diaspora Relations  E990.01COH

Herman, Simon
(1024613) Jewish Identity 933.015

Webber, Jonathan
(1326490) Jewish Identities in The New Europe, 933.5(4) JEW

Heilman, Samuel
(1170666) Portrait of American Jewry, 933.5(73) HEI


Dershowitz, Alan
The Vanishing American Jew, 933.5(73) DER

Oz, Amos
In The Land of Israel

Modern Jewish History                     

Prof. Robert Rockaway

This course is an introductory undergraduate survey course and presupposes no previous background in modern Jewish history. The course focuses on the history of the Jews in Europe, with an emphasis on Central and Eastern Europe. The course also includes   discussions of major themes in American Jewish history.

Course Requirements  

Every student must read the following text:  

Howard M. Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History (Vintage, 1990)

They can be purchased at the campus Office Depot bookstore. 

Students will also read a number of primary documents. The assigned documents and page numbers are taken from, Paul R. Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History (Second Edition, 1995). The documents will be distributed in class.   

Book Report:

     In addition to the readings, each student will be required to write a short, critical book review of no more than four pages. Each student must read one book of history dealing with a subject of the course. The book can be on any topic covered in the lecture or readings. No novels or personal memoirs will be accepted. Students are to submit, in writing, the title and subject of the book no later than the third week of class. All book reports are due no later than one week before the last class meeting. Further details will be given in class.  

The final grade is based on the mid-semester and final exams, the book reports, and class attendance and participation.

 WEEK and TOPICS

1. The European Jewish World before the Emancipation  (Sachar, chapter 1, 2)

The Process of Emancipation in Western Europe (Sachar, ch. 3,5,6) 

2. The Impact of Emancipation on the Jews: Adjustments and Changes (Sachar, ch. 7,19 )

Document: Abraham Mendelssohn, "Why I have raised you as a Christian: A letter to his daughter" (1820), pp. 257-258.     

Jews in the New World, 18th – 19th Centuries (Sachar, ch. 8)

3.  Russian Jewry: Nineteenth Century to the Russian Revolution (Sachar, ch. 4, 9, 10, 12, 14) 

Document: Harold Frederic, "A People That Dwells Apart" (1892), p. 375. 

Modern Racial and Political Anti-Semitism (213-242; Sachar, ch. 11)

4.  The Rise of Jewish Nationalism (Sachar, ch. 13)  

 Document: The First Zionist Congress, "The Basle Program" (1897), p. 540. 

 American Jewry: Nineteenth Century to World War I (Sachar, ch. 15)

 Document: David Philipson, "American Judaism Will Not Be Ghettoized" (1908), P. 490.

5. MID-TERM EXAM

World War I and Its Impact on Europe's Jews (Sachar, ch. 14)

 Document: The Balfour Declaration (1917), p. 582. 

6. Central European Jewry between the World Wars

 Eastern European Jewry between the World Wars (Sachar, ch. 17)

7. The Jews of Russia , 1917-1939 

Document: An appeal by a group of Jewish soldiers of the Red Army to the "Jewish       

Workers and Toilers" (1920), p. 439.   

American Jewry between the World Wars  (Sachar, ch. 16)

 8. The Zionist Movement and the Yishuv between the World Wars (Sachar, ch. 18)  

 Document: The Peel Commission Report (July 1937), pp. 611-612.   

World War II and the Holocaust of European Jewry (Sachar, ch. 20, 21.)

Documents: Heinrich Himmler, A Secret Speech on the Jewish Question (Oct. 8, 1943), pp. 684-685; Rudolf Hoess, Commandant of Auschwitz (1945), pp. 686-690. 

9. Film: "America and the Holocaust"The Birth of the State of Israel (Sachar, ch. 22)

Document: Proclamation of the State of Israel (May 14, 1948), pp. 629- 630.

10.  Jews and Non-Jews after World War II (Sachar, ch. 23, 24, 25)

 Document: Arthur Koestler, "A Valedictory Message to the Jewish People" (1949),  pp. 280-282.

The State of Israel after 1948 (Sachar, ch. 27, 28, 29.)   

 11. World Jewry Today
THE JEWS AND THE PASSION, FROM THE GOSPELS TO GIBSON

Prof. Jeremy Cohen

In this course we shall not try to determine who really killed Jesus.  Yet we will investigate the myth of the Jewish Christ Killer in all of its dimensions.  We shall find precedents for Christianity’s Passion story in the biblical writings of ancient Israel.  We shall understand how – and why – the indictment of the Jews for engineering the death of Jesus took hold in Christianity of the first century.  And we shall follow the development of the Christ-Killer myth from the first century to the twenty-first, considering its response to historical change and its impact on people, events, societies, and cultures.  Our discussions will focus on a wide variety of source materials: biblical texts, works of religious philosophy and mystical devotion, historical chronicles, art, drama, film, political propaganda, and more.

Introduction: Stories Have Consequences

Precedents in the Hebrew Bible; On Reading the New Testament

From the Crucifixion to the Gospels

The Passion Narratives of Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John 

Pesach vs. Pascha: Melito of Sardis and his Easter Haggadah

Understanding the Christ-Killer; Participating in the Miracle of the Cross

Fables and Fantasies: Anti-Jewish Libels of the Middle Ages and Beyond

In the Wake of the Holocaust: Vatican II; Jewish Responses to the Christ-Killer Myth

Christian Art and Drama

The Passion on Screen

(continued)

Course requirements:

preparation of the assigned readings

enthusiastic participation in class discussions

a take-home final exam
"After Auschwitz": Images of the Holocaust in Contemporary Culture
Professor Rachel E. Perry


Course Description: 
Representations of the Holocaust are everywhere in contemporary culture (some theorists have even written of the “Hollywoodization” of the Shoah.  Indeed, Shoah studies have become big business.  Drawing on a range of postwar texts across different media – literature, film, museums, monuments, painting and memorials - we will consider to what end images of the Holocaust have been used. We will examine the question of how the horror of the Holocaust can be represented, or indeed whether it should be, given the uniqueness and immensity of its horrors.  We will examine specific virtues and limits of our course materials: what has been neglected or distorted and why they have become popular in the first place. 

This course offers a critical analysis of different attempts to render and come to terms with the Shoah in contemporary culture: in the paintings of Anselm Kiefer, David Olere, Gerhardt Richter, Judy Chicago and Zoran Music; in the multimedia installations of Christian Boltanski, Ram Katzir, Hans Haacke; the comic books of Art Spiegelman; the sculptural monuments (or counter-monuments) of Rachel Whiteread and Jochen Gerz; the photographs of David Levinthal, Susanna Pieratski and Shimon Attie; and the Holocaust museum architecture of Moshe Saftie's Yad Vashem, Daniel Liebeskind's Berlin Jewish Museum and James Freed's Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C.  We will analyze some of the many strategies used to represent the Shoah—what artists include and ignore, their methods of presentation, what each defines as acceptable--and examine how these have varied across generational lines, between the survivors and subsequent generations.
 
In addition to developing visual skills, throughout the semester we will encounter and debate ethical, pedagogical, theological and philosophical dilemmas such as: what is the role of memory (as opposed to institutionalized history) in our relationship to and representations of the Shoah?  What is the relationship between the historical event and representations of it, between what happened and how it is passed down to us?   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1How has memory and awareness of the Shoah been produced and transmitted through representational practices and cultural forms?  What is—or should be—the primary role of art about the Shoah: didactic, redemptive, cathartic?  Are some media or genres more, or less, suitable to the task?  What strategies have been and are being used to represent the Shoah in the visual arts?  How do these differ across generational lines, between the survivors and the second, Post-Holocaust generation for whom the Shoah constitutes a “vicarious past.”  What place does comedy or parody have?  Can a representation of the Shoah be beautiful, sublime or enjoyable?  Does aesthetic pleasure trivialize or exploit the pain of others?  When does representation fall prey to sentimentality or melodrama, and at what costs?

Required Texts: I have asked you to purchase James E. Young's At Memory's Edge: After-Images of the Holocaust in Contemporary Art and Architecture SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1, hereafter designated as After-Images on your syllabus.  In addition, I have compiled a Reader with scholarly and journalistic articles which are required reading.  It is strongly suggested that you bring these texts to class with you as we will devote a portion of each class to close textual analysis.
 

Course Requirements: Film Screenings and museum visits are scheduled throughout the 

course.  Attendance is required.  We will be watching Shoah, Schindler's List, and The Complete Maus and making several visits to Yad Vashem—to the Learning and Resource Center, Exhibitions Pavilion, New Holocaust Art Museum.

This class is designed for seminar/discussion format.  As such, participation in class and on museum visits are essential to your grade.  It is imperative that you come to class prepared to discuss and respond to course readings.
 
Grading for the course will be based on your performance on a midterm exam, short written and oral assignments and a final paper.  The midterm exam will cover material presented in lecture, in your readings and in our museum visits and consist of: 1) Identification of works by artist, date, material, style and significance; 2) Definitions of terms or concepts; 3) Comparisons between two or more slides; 4) Essay questions which address larger issues.  Throughout the semester you will be responsible for several short assignments: an in-class presentation of an essay assigned in the syllabus, your own original proposal for a Holocaust monument, critical reflections on a specific set of images.  Written assignments are to be handed in at the beginning of class.  No exceptions.  On the last day of class you will hand in a final research paper or project which addresses one or several of the issues raised in the course.  Topic approval, prospectus, outline and bibliography due at midterm period.  Instructions and guidelines will follow.


Grade Distribution: 

Midterm Exam: 25%; 5 Short written and oral assignments  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(In-class presentation of a critical reading; Monument design; Short reflective papers): 50%; Final Paper: 25%. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Screenings: 

Film screenings are scheduled throughout the course.  Attendance is required. We will be watching, among others,  Shoah, Schindler’s List, Triumph of the Will, Downfall, The Complete Maus: A Survivor’s Tale; Degenerate Art,  and if time permits Life is Beautiful. 

Museum Visits: 

We will be making several visits to Yad Vashem--to the New Holocaust Art Museum, The Learning and Resource Center, Exhibitions Pavilion, etc.  If time permits we will visit Beit Lohamei Haghetaot (Ghetto Fighters' House - Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Heritage Museum).

Office Hours: By appointment.  I can be reached at 054-772-1169.
 

Course Schedule:

Week 1: Setting the Stage: The Ethics of Representation
Screening: Schindler's List
Reading: Miriam Batu Hansen, "Schindler's List is not Shoah: The
Second Commandment, Popular Modernism and Public Memory" (Reader)
 
Week 2: Lanzmann vs. Spielberg
Screening: Shoah
Reading: Claude Lanzmann, "Why Spielberg has distorted the truth" (Reader); Eric Santner, Stranded Objects: Mourning, Memory, and Film in Postwar Germany (Reader)
 
Week 3:  Institutional Memory
Museum Visit: Yad Vashem
Reading: James Young, "The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum: Memory and the Politics of Identity" (Reader)

Week 4: The Avant-Garde before the Shoah: Stella, Kiefer, Richter,
Immendorf, Baselitz
Reading: Lisa Salzman, Anselm Kiefer and Art After Auschwitz  and ”Avant-Garde and Kitsch' Revisited: On the Ethics of Representation" (Reader); Ernst van Alphen, Caught by History: Holocaust Effects in Contemporary Art (Reader)

Week 5: Photography's Dilemma
Reading: Andrea Liss, Trespassing Through Shadows: Memory, Photography and the Holocaust (Reader); Susan Sontag, On Photography (Reader); James Young, "Sites Unseen: Shimon Attie," in At Memory's Edge
 
Week 6: The Museum: Architecture and Function
Museum Visit: Yad Vashem New Holocaust Art Museum
Reading: Norman Kleeblatt, "The Nazi Occupation of the White Cube," Sidra Ezrahi, "Acts of Impersonation: Barbaric Spaces as Theater," and Reesa Greenberg, "Playing It Safe?: The Display of Transgressive Art in the Museum" in Mirroring Evil: Nazi Imagery/Recent Art (Reader)

Week 7: Maus
Screening: The Complete Maus: A Survivor's Tale
Reading: Alice Yaeger Kaplan, "Theweleit and Spiegelman: Of Men and Mice" (Reader); James Young, "Maus" in At Memory's Edge Nancy Miller, "Cartoons of the Self: Portrait of the Artist as a Young Murderer: Art Spiegelman's Maus" (R)


Week 8: Monuments and Counter-Monuments
Museum Visit: Yad Vashem Sculptural Memorials
Reading: James Young, "Jochen Gerz" in At Memory's Edge; Simon Schama, Landscape and Memory (Reader); The Art of Memory: Holocaust Memorials in History, selections on Haacke, Segal (R)
 
Week 9: Contemporary Art: Toying with Terror. Zbigniew Libera, David Levinthal, Boaz Arad, Tom Sachs, Ram Katzir, Roee Rosen
Reading: Selections from James Young, At Memory's Edge
 

Week 10: Contemporary Art continued …
Reading: Stephen Feinstein, Witness and Legacy: Contemporary Art About the Holocaust 

 (Reader); Monica Bohm-Duchen, After Auschwitz: Responses to the Holocaust in Contemporary Art (R)
Matthew Baigell, Jewish American Artists and the Holocaust (R)
Ziva Amishai-Maisels, Depiction and Interpretation: The Influence of
the Holocaust on the Visual Arts (R)
 
Week 11 and 12: Final Presentations


Introduction to the Sociology of Religion

Dr. Shlomo Fischer

This course will focus upon the place of the sociology of religion in relation to sociological theory in general. It will concentrate upon the major traditions of sociological thought and upon major concepts such as "ritual", "religion" and "secularization". The course will discuss the relation of religion to the other institutional spheres such as the economy, politics, stratification and gender. It will also problematize the relations of  the concepts "religion", "secularization" and "modernity". 

Requirements: There will be one two take home exams. One at the midterm and one final. You will be expected to come to class and actively participate. Class participation will constitute 10% of the grade. 

Religion and Sociological Theory

 Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, N.Y. 1965, p, 216-272. 

Robert Bellah, "Durkheim and Ritual", in Jeffry C. Alexander and Phillip Daniel Smith, The Cambridge Companion to Durkheim, Cambridge: 2005. 

Roy Rappaport,  Ritual and Religion in the Making of Humanity, Cambridge: 1999. pp. 1- 58, 107-137..

Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, N.Y. 1958 

_________,"Religious Groups (The Sociology of Religion)," Economy and Society, Vol. 1, Berkeley and Los Angeles, pp.400- 415, 439-450, 468-500.. 
S. N. Eisenstadt, "The Axial Age", European Journal of Sociology, 1984. 

Karl Marx, "A Contribution to a Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right" The Marx-Engels Reader,  N.Y., 1972.   pp.  11-23 , 

____________The German Ideology, pp.113-127,  in  Rober Tucker, (ed.), The Marx-Engels Reader,  N.Y., 1972.  
Freidrich Engels, "On the Early History of Christianity." In K. Marx and F. Engels, On Religion, Moscow: 1957.

Secularization- Definitions and Theories

Jose Casanova, Public Religions in the Modern World, Chicago, 1994, Chapter 1. 

Max Weber, "The Religious Rejections of the World and their Directions" in H.H, Gerth and C. Wright Mills (eds.), From Max Weber: Essays in Sociolog,y N.Y., 1958 pp.323-362.

Parsons, Talcott, "Christianity", International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences. 1968, pp. 425-447

Bryon Wilson, Religion in Sociological Perspective, Oxford, 1982. pp. 148-179.

Peter Berger,  The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion, Garden City, New York, 1969, pp. 128-153.

Thomas Luckmann, "The Privatization of Religion and Morality" in Paul Heelas, Scott Lash and Paul Morris (eds). Detraditionalization: Critical Reflections on Authority and Identity. 1996. pp.82-76

Charles Taylor, A Secular Age, Cambridge Mass. 2007, pp. 1-25,  221-269.

Rodney Stark and Lawrence M. Iannaccone, "A Supply-Side Reinterpretation of the 'Secularization of Europe", Journal of the Scientific Study of Religion, , 1994, 33 (3), 230-252. 

Phillip Gorski, "Historicizing the Secularization Debate: Church, State and Society in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe, Ca, 1300-1700, American Sociological Review, 2000(65), 138-167. 

 David Martin, A General Theory of Secularization. Oxford 1978, pp. 1-58. 

The Contemporary Return of Religion

Sivan, Emmanuel, "The Enclave Culture" in Almond, G., Appleby, R.S. and Sivan, E., Strong Religion: The Rise of Fundamentalisms Around the World. Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 2003, pp. 23-89.

Eisentstadt, S. N.,  2000.  Fundamentalist Movements in the Framework of Multiple Modernities. In Between Europe and Islam ed. Almut Höfert and Armando Salvatore, pp.175-196. New York:  Peter Lang.

Women and Religion

. Jean Holm and John Bowker (eds.), Women in Religion, London, 1994 "Introduction: Raising the Issues,. 

Tamar El-Or and Gideon Aran, "Giving Birth to a Settlement: Maternal Thinking and Political Action of Jewish Women on the West Bank", in Judy Brink and Joan Mencher (eds.), Mixed Blessings: Gender and Religious Fundamentalism Cross-Culturall, Routledge, New York and London, 1997, 159 – 178. 

Nilüfer Göle, The Forbidden Modern: Civilization and Veiling, Ann Arbor Michigan, 1996, pp.83-130. 

Religion and Violence

René Girard, Violence and the Sacred, Baltimore  1977. Chapters I and X

Roger Cailloix, Man and the Sacred, Glencoe, Ill. 1959, Appendix 4: Religion and War
Non-Western Perspectives

Talal Assad,  Genealogies of Religion: Discipline and Reasons of Power in Christianity and Islam, Baltimore and London , 1993 pp, 55-82

. Rajeev Bhargava, "India's Model: Faith, Democracy, Secularism", http://www.opendemocracy.net/arts-multiculturalism/article_2204.jsp

Adam Seligman, "Introduction", Essays on the Relgious Roots of Tolerance: Arguments from within Monotheism, Journal of Human Rights 2:1, 2003.

Sohail Hashemi, "The Qur'an and Tolerance: An Interpretive Essay of Verse 5:48, Essays on the Relgious Roots of Tolerance: Arguments from within Monotheism, Journal of Human Rights 2:1, 2003.

.

JEWISH EDUCATION THE REALITY AND THE VISION

MR. M. WEGIER
Introduction 

This course is an introduction to Jewish education. We will attempt to answer the questions “What is education” and then where does "Jewish" fit into that context. Together we will look at different facets of Jewish education, from the formal classroom setting to the environment of experiential learning. We will fuse statistical and academic references together with our own first-hand accounts in an attempt to learn about the experience of North American Jews with regards to their Jewish education.  Looking at different age cohorts, we will try to sharpen the rationales for learning and minimize the trials and tribulations that have impeded the successful teaching of the current and future generations. Most importantly, we will examine the past in the hope of creating a vision for the future. 

  

  

  

  

The Zionist Movement: 
From a Vision to a State 1894-1967.

Dr. Nati Barak 

"No nation on earth has survived such struggles and sufferings as we have gone through…the Zionist movement will stop it, she will return the Jews to Judaism and to the Jewish land…this is not a vision or a legend it depends on a Jewish historical willpower"… 

                                                                                                                 (Altneuland 1902)

Course Summary: The aim of the course is to introduce the development of the Zionist movement, and her basis ideology and main values from her first step- through the establishment of the state of Israel, until the six days war and her consequence. In the first semester we are going to learn a few different topics about the Zionist Movement and its blossoming in Western and Central Europe. We will begin to research the roots of Zionism, and we will focus on the phenomena of anti Semitism (medieval and modern anti-Semitism). We will try to research the similarity and dissimilarity between medieval and modern anti-Semitism in order to understand the roots of Zionism. We will continue in defining the relationship between emancipation, democracy and modern anti-Semitism, and we will end the first part of the course with analyzing the figure of Benjamin Zeev Herzel, and giving answer to the question: how can we explain the fact that a man with no Jewish tradition or Zionist background was the one to establish the Zionist Movement? 

 The second part of the semester will be dedicated to the achievements and the successes of the Zionist Movement- the first "Aliyot", The Balfor declaration during World War One (the biggest diplomatic achievement of the Zionist movement), the Zionist movement activities during World War Two, the struggle against the British mandate in the land of Israel, and the establishment of the Israeli state (the vote for Jewish home land in the UN, 29th November 1947). One of the most sensitive and important questions we will deal with is in what way the Zionist movement in the land of Israel tried to help and support the Jewish communities in Europe during the holocaust? And one more complicated question: could she have helped them and supported them in a better way? We will finish the course with an analysis of the interrelations between the Jewish state and the Jews in the Diaspora, and the changing attitude of the new state towards the holocaust.   

Pay attention: Every impossible method will be used in order to have an impressive, attractive and enjoyable course.

Days:  Monday        16.15-18.00     
           Wednesday   16.15-18.00
Course program:           
	Topic of the meeting
	Meeting number

	Procedures of work, and roots of Zionism/ Alkalai and Kalischer.
	1

	Roots of Zionist Movement-What is the connection between anti-Semitism and Zionism?
	2

	Old new phenomena, Medieval  and Modern anti Semitism
	3

	Medieval and modern anti Semitism,  Similarity and dissimilarity 
	4

	Earthquake in the Jewish world- the Emancipation
	5

	 Herzl –the Zionist Vision and the Zionist leader. Political Zionism.
	6

	The Zionist activities and the Basel program
	7-8

	The Achievement of Zionism until 1920, first and second Aliyha. The Revival of Hebrew.
	9-10

	The beginning of the Mandate – "here comes the redemption".
	11

	Jewish - Arab relationships during the Mandate
	12

	Zionist activities in the Islamic states. Morocco and Tunis.  
	13

	Zionist activities in the Islamic states. Algiers and Egypt.
	14

	Mid- semester test, good luck!
	15

	The struggle between Jews and Arabs, the biggest bloodshed 1939-1936.
	16-17

	The struggle with the Mandate, The illegal immigration to the land of Israel 1945-1948
	18

	Discussion: what were the activities of the Zionist Movement during the Holocaust ("too late too little").
	19

	The establishment of Israeli state and the "miracle" of the War of Independence  
	20

	The new state: from Jewish identity to global identity 
	21

	*The attitude towards the Holocaust of the new state, children's books as a test case.
	

	*Turning point in the attitudes toward the holocaust survivors-the Eiechmen trial 
	 

	*New state, problems of  the first decade
	

	*Six Days War, reasons and results 
	

	*What is to be a Zionist in the year 2008? The Israeli cultural aspect.
	


Bibliography for the Course 'From a Vision to a State: The Zionist Movement'.

Secondary Sources:

Breuer, Mordechai, 'The Black Death and Anti Semitism', Anti Semitism through the Ages, edited: Samuel Almog, Jerusalem: Hebrew University, 1988, pp: 139-152.

Cohen, Israel, The Zionist Movement, London: Frederick Muller LTD, 1944, pp: 67-82.

Friedman, Isaiah, 'The Response to the Balfour Declaration', Jewish Social Studies, 35, 1973, pp: 105-124.

Hertzberg, Arthur, The Zionist Idea: a Historical Analysis and Reader, New York: D. H. Publish, 1959, pp: 15-45.

Porat, Dina, 'March to 19 July 1944, What did the Yishuv Know?' in Genocide and Rescue, edited by David Cesarani, Oxford, 1997, pp: 179-192. 

Rabin, Chaim, 'The National Idea and the Revival of Hebrew', Studies in Zionism, 7. Spring 1983, pp: 31-48. 

Shilo, Margalit, 'The Immigration Policy of the Zionist Institutions', Middle Eastern Studies, 30, 3, 1994, pp: 597-617.

A History of Antisemitism
Dr. Katherine Aron-Beller

An analysis of articulated hatred toward Jews as a historical force. After treating precursors in the pagan world of antiquity and in classical Christian doctrine, the course will focus on the modern phenomenon crystallizing in 19th-century Europe and reaching its lethal extreme in Nazi ideology, propaganda, and policy. Expressions in the U.S. and in the Arab world, as well as Jewish reactions to antisemitism, will also be studied.

Required Reading 

Richard S. Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World: An Anthology of Texts. Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath, 1991.

Paul-Mendes Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz (eds.) The Jews in the Modern World (New York, 1995)

(The first two works have primary sources in them that will be used during the course)

Rosemary Ruether, Faith and Fratricide: The Theological Roots of Anti-Semitism. New York: Seabury Press, 1974.

Leonard Dinnerstein, Anti-Semitism in America. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994.

Bernard Lewis, Semites and Antisemites. New York: W. W. Norton, 1986. 

Course Outline
1. Introduction to the Course and pagan Antisemitism. 
Studies:

Ruether, pp. 23- 63.

Additional Bibliography:

Peter Schäfer, Judaeophobia: Attitudes Toward the Jews in the Ancient World. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1997. 

2. New Testament, Church Fathers

Allocation of topics for oral reports. 

Sources:
New Testament (any translation): Matthew 23; 26:57-27:54; John 5:37-40, 8:37-47; Acts 7:51-53; Gal. 4:21-31; I Thes. 2:13-16; Rom. 9:1-33. 

John Chrysostom, Discourses Against Judaizing Christians, Homily 1. 

www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/chrysostom-jews6.html 

Studies: 

Ruether, pp. pp. 64-195.

Additional Bibliography:

Jules Isaac, The Teaching of Contempt: Christian Roots of Anti-Semitism, New York, 1964.

Marcel Simon, Verus Israel. Oxford: Littman Library, 1986, esp. chap. 8.

James Parkes, The Conflict of the Church and the Synagogue. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1961. 

John Crossan, Who killed Jesus: Exposing the Roots of Antisemitism in the Gospel story of the death of Jesus (San Francisco, 1995)

3. The Crusades 

Sources

Albert of Aix and Ekkehard of Aura: Emico and the Slaughter of the Rhineland Jews
www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1096jews.html
Soloman bar Samson: The Crusaders in Mainz, May 27, 1096

www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1096jews-mainz.html

Additional Bibliography:

Robert Chazan, “Anti-Jewish violence of 1096 – Perpetrators and dynamics” in Anna Sapir Abulafia Religious Violence between Christians and Jews  (Palgrave, 2002) 

Jacob Katz, From Prejudice to Destruction. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980.

Daniel Lasker, “The Impact of the Crusades on the Jewish-Christian debate” Jewish History 13, 2 (1999) 23-26

4. Jews and the Devil, the Antichrist and ritual murder accusations
Sources: 

From "The Life and Miracles of St. William of Norwich,"

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1173williamnorwich.html
Texts of Simon of Trent to be handed to students

Texts of Adam of Bristol to be handed to students

Martin Luther, selections from "On the Jews and Their Lies," 

http://www.humanitas-international.org/showcase/chronography/documents/luther-jews.htm 

Additional Bibliography:

Langmuir, Gavin, Toward a Definition of Antisemitism. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990) esp. chaps. 9-12 on ritual murder and blood libel. 

Joshua Trachtenberg, The Devil and the Jews (Philadelphia, 1983)  pp.1-108, 109-220

Alan Dundes, “The Ritual Murder or Blood Libel Legend: A Study of Anti-Semitic Victimization through projective inversion,” Alan Dundes (ed.) The Blood Libel Legend: A Casebook in Antisemitic Folklore (Wisconsin, 1991)

5. Oral Reports (4) 

Take texts of 1. William of Norwich, 2. Adam of Bristol 3. Simon of Trent 4. Martin Luther and the Jews. 

To what extent do these texts have an agenda? What is it?

Additional Bibliography:

On William of Norwich

Gavin Langmiur “Thomas of Monmonth: Detector of Ritual Murder” Speculum 59, 4 (1984) 820-849 

John McCulloh “Jewish Ritual Murder: William of Norwich, Thomas of Monmouth and the Early Dissemination of the Myth” Speculum 72:3 (July 1997)

On Adam of Bristol:

Robert Stacey “From Ritual Crucifixion to Host Desecration: Jews and the Body of Christ,” Jewish History 12, 1 (1998) 11-28.
On Simon of Trent:

Susanna Buttaroni and Stanislaw Musial (eds.) Ritual Murder: Legend in European History (Krakow, 2003)

Ronnie Po-chia Hsia Trent 1475, Stories of a Ritual Murder (New Haven, 1992)

On Martin Luther:

Mark U. Edwards Jr. “Toward an understanding of Luther’s attacks on the Jews,” Philip F. Gallagher (ed.) Christian, Jews and Other Worlds (1988) 1-19
Heiko Oberman, The Roots of Anti-Semitism in the Age of the Renaissance and Reformation (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984).

6. The History of Iconographic Antisemitism
Additional Bibliography:

Ruth Mellinkoff, Outcasts: Signs of Otherness in Northern European Art of the Late Middle Ages 2 vols. (Berkeley, 1993)

Isaiah Schahar The Judensau (London, 1974)

Heniz Schreckenberg The Jews in Christian Art: An Illustrated History (New York, 1996)

7. Shylock: Antisemitism on stage?

Sources:

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice.  

Additional Bibliography: 

Marvin Perry and Frederick M. Schweitzer Anti-semitism: Myth and Hate from Antiquity to the Present (New York, 2002) Chapter Four: Homo Judaicus Economicus – The Jew as Shylock, Parasite and Plutocrat 
Catherine Cox “Neither gentile nor Jew; performative subjectivity in “The Merchant of Venice,” Exemplaria 12, 2 (2000) 359-383 

8. Enlightenment, Emancipation, Liberalism, Socialism: The Changing Image of the Jew in the Age of Reason
Sources:

The Jew in the Modern World, Dohm 28-36, Michaelis 42-44, French National Assembly, 114-8; Berr 118-21, Napolean, 123-26, Jewish Notables, 128-33, 

Studies:

Jacob Katz, From Prejudice to Destruction. pp. 13-47; 119-38, 147-74.

Additional Bibliography

Arthur Hertzberg, The French Enlightenment and the Jews: The Origins of Modern Anti-Semitism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990).

9. Nationalism

Sources:

Wagner in The Jew in the Modern World, pp. 268-71, Voltaire 304-8.

Dohm, Michaelis, Abbe Gregoire, Bauer, Marx from The Jew in the Modern World, pp. 27-34, 36-38, 262-68.

Eisenmenger and Voltaire, in Levy, pp. 31-46. 

Studies:

Jacob Katz, From Prejudice to Destruction. pp. 51-104, 175-220.

Additional Bibliography: 

On Marr:

Moshe Zimmerman, Wilhelm Marr: Patriarch of Antisemitism. New York: Oxford University Press, 1986.

On Wagner:

Paul Lawrence Rose, German Question Jewish Question: Revolutionary Antisemitism from Kant to Wagner. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1990.

Rose, Wagner: Race and Revolution, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992.  

On Marx:

Robert Solomon Wistrich “Karl Marx and the Jewish Question,” Soviet Jewish Affairs 4 (1974) 53-60.

Julius Carlebach, Karl Marx and the Radical Critique of Judaism. (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1978)

On Voltaire:

Alfred Jules Ayer, Voltaire (London, 1986)
10. Oral Reports (4) : 

1. Was Karl Marx an anti-Semite? 

2. How anti-Semitic was William Marr or was “anti-Semitism” just an expression he coined for intellectual purposes?

3. To what extent would you argue that Wagner’s anti-Semitism is new?

4. Where is the violent response to Jews coming from in Voltaire’s writings?
11. Antisemitism in Russia and Eastern Europe

Sources:

Jew in the Modern World: Dostoievsky, 337-38, Beilis Trial, 412-13, Sikorsky, 367-71.

Bernard Malamud The Fixer (New York, 1966)
Mendel Beilis Scapegoat on Trial: The Story of Mendel Beilis (New York, 1992)
Additional Bibliography

On Russian Antisemitism:

Robert Wistrich Anti-semitism: The Longest Hatred (London, 1982)Chs 12-14

On Hilsner:

Michal Frankl “The background of the Hilsner case; political 
antisemitism and allegations of ritual murder, 1896-1900” Judaica Bohemiae 36 
(2001) 34-118 
Hillel Joseph Kieval “Death and the nation; ritual murder as political 
discourse in the Czech Lands” Jewish History 10,1 (1996) 75-91

On Beilis:

Aleksandr Semonvich Tager The Decay of Czarism: The Beiliss Trial: A Contribution to the history of the political reaction during the last years of Russian Czarism (Philadelphia, 1935)

12. Oral Reports:   

1. What makes anti-Semitism in Russia different?

2. Was the Hilsner trial an act of blatant anti-Semitism?
3. To what extent would you argue that Malamud depicts Bok as a timeless Jewish suspect standing wrongly accused before a gentile prosecutor?
4. Why is Mendel Beilis’s work Scapegoat on Trial historically so problematic?

13. Antisemitism in France
Sources:

Levy, pp. 104-12, 224-34

Studies:

Jacob Katz, From Prejudice to Destruction. pp107-44, 292-300

Additional Bibliography

Stephen Wilson, Ideology and Experience: Antisemitism in France at the Time of the Dreyfus Affair. Rutherford: NJ: Fairleigh Dickenson University Press, 1982.

Michael R. Marrus “Popular Anti-Semitism,” in Norman Kleeblatt (ed.) The Dreyfus Affair: Art, Truth, and Justice (Berkeley, 1987) 50-61.
Pierre Birnbaum, The Anti-Semitic Moment: A Tour of France in 1898. Hill and Wang, 2003. 

14. Oral Reports: The Dreyfus affair (4)

1. Why was it a turning point? 

2. Why was the trial so problematic?

3. How did it change the way the Jew was perceived?

4. To what extent was Dreyfus a scapegoat? 

15. Hitler and Nazism 

Sources: 

Jew in the Modern World  Hitler, Nazi Laws, 636-39, 645-49

Levy, pp. 97-103, 113-44.

Mein Kampf  265-278. The whole work is available to read on the internet

http://www.hitler.org/writings/Mein_Kampf/ 

Studies: 

Jacob Katz, From Prejudice to Destruction. pp245-291.

Additional Bibliography

Pulzer, Peter, The Rise of Political Anti-Semitism in Germany and Austria. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988.
 Jacob Katz, “Was the Holocaust Predictable?” Commentary 56 (May 1975), 41- 48

16. Screening of films (Leni Riefenstahl Triumph of the Will  (1934)  and Fritz Hippler The Eternal Jew (1940) followed by discussion.
To read about these films go to: 

Leni Riefenstahl, Triumph of the Will (1934):

http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/filmnotes/triumph.html
Fritz Hippler, The Eternal Jew (1940): 

http://www.holocaust-history.org/der-ewige-jude/stills.shtml
Discussion to follow

17. The Protocols and World Jewish Conspiracy, Henry Ford:

Sources:

Levy, pp. 147-65

Studies

Dinnerstein, p. 81-83, 102

Additional Bibliography

Leo Ribuffo, "Henry Ford and the International Jew," American Jewish History 69 (1980): 437- 77. 

Norman Cohn, Warrant for Genocide: The Myth of the Jewish World-Conspiracy and the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. Chico, CA: Scholars Press, 1981.

Binjamin Segal, A Lie and a Libel: The History of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. Lincoln" University of Nebraska Press, 1995 (transl. of 1926 German work).

Neil Baldwin, Henry Ford and the Jews: The Mass Production of Hate. New York: PublicAffairs, 2001. 

(NB: Paper Topic with Preliminary Bibliography and Tentative Outline to be handed in at class). 

18. Oral Report: Henry Ford: The International Jew (Boring, Oregon, , 1995); see above (3) 

1. A study of Henry Ford – what he did and how he interpreted the Protocols using specificially the text The International Jew. Give students my copy of the International Jew.

2. Discuss Ford’s relationship with Nazism.

3. Studying the Protocols on the Internet.

19. Antisemitism in America
Studies:

Dinnerstein, pp. 58-149 

Additional Bibliography:

Jeansonne, Glen, Gerald L. K. Smith: Minister of Hate. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1997.

Max Wallace, The American Axis,: Henry Ford, Charles Lindbergh and the Rise of the Third Reich. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2003.

20. Antisemitism in the Arab World
Sources:

http://www.memri.org/antisemitism.html
(Read through at least two of the documents)

Studies: 

Bernard Lewis, Semites and Antisemites (entire book)

Jonathan Frankel ‘"Ritual murder" in the modern era; the Damascus affair of 1840’ Jewish Social Studies 3,2 (1997) 1-16 1997
21. Oral Report: 

1. An assessment of the MEMRI material in light of Lewis and the previous course readings. Print out and present material.Work together on this as a team and present materials to us. (2)

2. The Damascus Affair: To what extent would you argue that the Damascus Affair was a modern tale of ritual murder? 

22. Discussion of contemporary issues, based on internet sites -- any student who has not already done a report will report on one of the following: (4 or 5)

1. Neo-Nazi – http://www.natvan.com (National Alliance)

http://www.ourhero.com/ 

2. Nation of Islam - http://www.blacksandjews.com
3. Christian Identity – http://www.christianseparatist.org/ 

4. White Power - http://www.wpww.com/
http://www.wckkkk.com (Ku Klux Klan) – note Links

5. Miscellaneous - http://www.jewwatch.com , http://www.biblebelievers.org.au/repute.htm
Studies:

Dinnerstein, pp. 197-227

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR MY COURSES

1. I do not take class attendance.  But if you do miss a class you are responsible for the material in that class.  

2. Make every effort to come on time. In fact, come early and then you’ll be sure you’re on time. It’s very distracting to have students wandering into class late. 

3. If you want to speak with me, please talk to me after class so we can arrange an appointment.  You are welcome to call me at home between 8.30 and 10.30 p.m., except Friday night.

4. I like to meet everyone in my courses.  If I haven't already met you, please introduce yourself.

Requirements for the Course:

1. Regular Attendance and Participation in Meetings  

2. Oral Report in class on topic chosen on first meeting in conjunction with me. To be delivered in class, (approximately 15-20 minutes depending on number of delegates). Students will not be allowed to speak longer than the amount of time designated to them, so should ensure that their report fits well into the time limit. (20% of final grade) 

3. One long paper (10–12 pages) analyzing a primary text or an issue of dispute among historians, the topic to be chosen by the student from a list to be distributed or in consultation with the instructor. (30% of final grade)
4. A final exam, which must be taken by all students (50% of final grade).  This exam will be both a selection of textual and essay questions. 
Israeli Politics
Dr. Dan Korn

Office hours: Tuesday 15:00-16:00 (Naftali 503)

 

Purpose: To acquaint the students with fundamental processes and issues which characterize Israeli politics. The discussion of Israel's political system will be divided into several distinct, yet analytically related parts: E.g., historical roots, societal composition, the legal and judicial system, ideologies, parties, pressure groups, voting behavior and the composition of the Knesset, coalition politics, the government and public policy. Emphasis will be placed on the major political cleavages that tend to determine the nature of Israel's political system: Jews/Arabs, Palestinian/Israeli, religious/secular, Mizrachi/ Ashkenazi, rich/poor, civil/military, veterans/new immigrants and male/female. A discussion on the future of Israel as a Jewish state will conclude the course.

During the semester we'll be analyzing political issues that are currently on the government agenda and in the newspapers.

Requirements:

1) Active participation in class discussions (10%).

2) Reading the bibliography plus the weekend's newspaper.

3) Mid-term short (10 pages) paper (25%)

4) Take-home final exam (65%)

Toward Statehood: The Zionist Movement and the Jewish Community in Palestine Prior to 1948

D.Horowitz & M.Lissak, "Authority without Sovereignty: The Case of the National Center of the Jewish Community in Palestine", Government and Opposition, 8, 1 (Winter 1973), pp. 48-71.

D.Peretz & G.Doron, The Government and Politics of Israel, Harper-Collins Publishers Inc. 1997, Chapter 1: Historical Origins of Israel, pp.1-45.   

A.Garfinkle, Politics and Society in Modern Israel, Sharpe, New York. 2000, Ch. 2: In the Beginning, pp.20-55.

Immigration, Political Culture and Israel's Society

A.Arian, Politics in Israel: The Second Generation, Chaham House, N.J., 1989, pp.1-29.

K.Goldstein & Z.Gitelman, "From "Russians" to Israelis?" in A.Arian & M.Shamir (eds), The Elections in Israel – 2003, Transaction, New Brunswick (US) & London (UK), pp.245-260.

D.Hacohen, Immigrants in Turmoil, Syracuse University Press, 2003, Chapter 8: Immigration During 1948-1998 and its Ramifications on Israeli Society, pp.251-263.

T.Horowitz, "The Integration of Immigrants from the Former Soviet Union", Israel Affairs, Taylor & Francis Group, vol.11. No. 1, Januaty 2005, pp.117-136.

M.Lissak, "The Unique Approach to Military-Societal Relations in Israel and its Impact on Foreign and Security Policy", in S.Sofer (ed), Peacemaking in a Divided Society: Israel After Rabin, Frank Cass, London 2001, pp.235-255.

Y.Peri, Telepopulism: Media and Politics in Israel, Stanford University Press, California, 2004, Introduction, pp.1-10. 

Y.Yonah, "Israel As a Multicultural Democracy: Challenges and Obstacles", Israel Affairs, Taylor & Francis Group, vol.11. No.1, January 2005, pp.95-116.

Zvi Zameret, The Melting Pot in Israel, State University of New York, 2002, Chapter 14: Summing Up: Israel From a "Melting Pot" to a Pluralistic State, pp.155-160.

Israel's Major Institutions: Parliament, Government and the Judiciary

N.Chazan, "The Knesset", Israel Affairs, Taylor & Francis Group, vol.11.No.2, April 2005, pp.392-416

Gregory S.Mahler, Politics and Government in Israel: The Maturation of a Modern State, Rowmen & Littlefield Publishers, Inc. Oxford 2004, Chapter 4: The Constitutional System and Parliamentary Government, pp.117-139, and Chapter 8: The Machinery of Government, pp.221-247.

M.Edelman, "The Judicialization of Politics in Israel", International Political Science Review, 1994, 15, pp.177-186.

Elections and Voting

V.Bogdanor, "The Electoral System, Government and Democracy", in E.Sprinzak & L.Diamond (eds) Israel Democracy Under Stress, Lynne Rienner Publishers Boulder and London 1993, pp.83-106.

R.Y.Hazan (1997), "Executive-Legislative Relations in an Era of Accelerated Reform: Reshaping Government in Israel", Legislative Studies Quarterly, 22, pp.329-50.

A.Lijphart, "Israeli Democracy and Democratic Reform in Comparative Perspective", in E.sprinzak & L.Diamond (eds), Israel Democracy Under Stress, Lynne Rienner Publishers Boulder and London 1993,   pp.107-123.

Gregory S.Mahler, Politics and Government in Israel: The Maturation of a Modern State, Rowmen & Littlefield Publishers Inc. Oxford 2004, Chapter 7: The Electoral Process and Voting Behavior, pp. 193-219.

M.Shamir & A.Arian, "Collective Identity and Electoral Competition in Israel", American Political Science Review, 1999, 93 (2), pp.265-277.

Parties and Interest Groups

A.Arian & M.Shamir, "On Mistaking a Dominant Party in a Dealingnment System" in A.Arian & M.Shamie (eds), The Election in Israel – 2003, Transaction New Brunswick (USA), and London (UK) 2005, pp.13-31.

G.Goldberg (1998), "Trade Unions and Party Politics in Israel: The Decline of Party Identification", The Journal of Social, Political and Economic Studies, 23 (1), pp.51-70.

G.S.Mahler, Politics and Government in Israel: The Maturation of a Modern State, Rowmen & Littlefield Publishers Inc. Oxford 2004, Chapter 6: Political Parties and Interest Groups, pp.171-191.

Y.Yishi, "Bringing Society Back In: Post-Cartel Parties in Israel", Party Politics, 2001, vol.7. No. 6 pp.667-687.

Coalition Politics in Israel

Dan Horowitz, 'More than a Change in Government', The Jerusalem Quarterly 5, 1977, pp.3-20.

G.S.Mahler, Politics and Government in Israel: The Maturation of a Modern State, Rowmen & Littlefield

Publishers Inc. Oxford 2004, Chapter 5: The Prime Minister and the Knesset, pp. 141-169. 

G.S.Mahler & R.Trilling, "Coalition Behaviour and Cabinet Formation: The Case of Israel", Comparative Political Studies, 1975,  8, pp.200-233.

N.Yanai (1986), "Critical Aspects of the 1984 Elections in Israel:   The Crisis of Coalition Forming Politics and the Government of     National Unity", Journal of International and Area Studies, 1, pp.151-174.   

Public Policy in Israel

D.Korn, Public Policy in Israel: Perspectives and Practices, Lexington Books ,2002, Introduction, pp.1-6.

E.Don-Yehiya, 'Public Policy and Management of Major Political Cleavages' in D.Korn (ed) Public Policy in Israel: Perspectives and Practices, Lexington Books, 2002, pp.9-30

D.Nachmias & O.Arbel-Ganz, 'The Crisis of Governance: Government Instability and the Civil Servics', Israel Affairs, Vol. 11, No.2, April 2005, pp. 281-302.

D.Peretz & G.Doron, Government and Politics of Israel, Harper Collins Publishers Inc. 1997, Chapter 7: Government Administration and Public Policy, pp.208-243.

I.Sharkansky, "Israel's Political Economy" in E.Sprinzak & L.Diamond (eds), Israel Democracy Under Stress, Lynne Rienner Publishers, Boulder and London, 1993, pp.153-170.

The National Issue: Israeli Jews, Palestinians and the Arab World

Y.Allon, "Israel: The Case for Defensible Borders", Foreign Affairs, October 1976, pp. 38-53.

A.Arian, Security Threatened: Surveying Israeli Opinion on Peace and War, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 1995, pp.254-271.

L.Grinberg, "A Theoretical Framework for the Analysis of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict", International review of Sociology    1994, 1. pp. 68-89.

A.Shlaim, "Prelude to the Accord: Likud, Labor, and the Palestinians", Journal of Palestinian Studies, 1994, 23,pp.5-19.

Israeli Arabs: Israel as an Ethnic Democracy

A.Jamal, 'Beyond "Ethnic Democracy": State Structure, Multicultural Conflict and Differentiated Citizenship in Israel', New Political Science, Vol 24, No. 3, 202, pp.411-431.

R.B.Kook 1995, 'Dillemas of Ethnic Minorities in Democracies: Palestinians in Israel' Politics and Society, 23

(3) pp.306-309.

S. Smooha, 'Minority Status in an Ethnic Democracy: The Status of the Arab Minority in Israel', Ethnic and        Radical Studies 13 (3) 1990, pp. 389-412.

Y. Peled, 'Ethnic Democracy and the Legal Construction    of Citizenship: Arab Citizens of the Jewish State', The American Political Science Review, 1992, vol.86, No.2 pp. 432-443.

State and Religion: Judaism in the Jewish State

A.Cohen & B.Susser, 'From Accommodation to Decision: Transformation in Israel's Religio-Political Life', Journal of Church and State, 1996, 38, pp.817-39.

I.Englard, 'Law and Religion in Israel', The American Journal of Comparative Law, 1987, 35, pp.185-208.

G.S.Mahler, Politics and Government in Israel: The Maturation of a Modern State, Rowmen & Littlefield

Publishers Inc. Oxford 2004, Chapter 2: Zionism, Religion and the Domestic Political Environment, pp.53-88.

Chaim I.Waxman, " Religio-Poilitics and Social Unity in Israel: Israel's Religious Parties" in Robert O.Freedman (ed), Israel's First Fifty Years, Florida University Press Gaineville 2000, pp.162-179.       

The Socio-Economic Cleavage in Israel

Oz Almog, "Shifting the Centre from Nation to Individual and Universe: The New "Democratic Faith" of Israel", in E. Karsh (ed) Israel: The First Hundred Years, Frank Cass Publishers, London, 2002, pp.31-42.

D.Bernstein & Sh.Swirski, 'The Rapid Economic Development      of Israel and the Emergence of the Ethnic Division of Labour' British Journal of Sociology, XXII (March 1982), No. 1

Ofira Seliktar, "The Changing Political Economy of Israel: From    Agricultural Pioneers to the "Silicon Valley" of the Middle East", in Robert O.Freedman (ed), Israel First Fifty Years, Florida University Press, Gaineville, 2000, pp.197-218.

B.Zilberfarb, "From Socialism to Free Market – The Israeli Economy 1948-2003", Israel Affairs, Taylor & Francis Ltd, vol.11, No.1, January 2005, pp.12-22

The Future of Israel as a Jewish State

George E.Gruen, "Israel and the American Jewish Community: Changing Realities Test Traditional Ties" in Robert O.Freedman (ed), Israel's First Fifty Years, University Press of Florida, Gaineville 2000, pp.29-66.

Ofira Seliktar, Divided We Stand: American Jews, Israel and the Peace Process, Praeger Publishers (USA) 2002, pp. xiii-xvi & 207-210.

The Israeli Economy

Dr. Paul Rivlin

The history of the pre-independence and modern economy. The role of population growth and immigration; problems of inflation and the balance of payments; economic policies; the main sectors of the economy. The role of the Histadrut; defense spending; the economics of the peace process and Israel’s integration into the world economy.

Grading system: 

Mid term exam: 20%, final exam 80%

Detailed outline:

First week:

The pre-state economy

(Ben Porath in Reader; Ben Porat: Chapter 1, Halevi and Klinov-Malul: 

chapter 2)

Second week:

Economic Development 1948-1973

(Halevi and Klinov-Malul: chapters 1, 3, 4; Patinkin: chapters 1,2; Rivlin: 

chapter 1)

Third Week:

The economic crisis of the 1980s and the 1985 stabilization program

(Barkai, 1987, 1988 in reader; Ben Porath: chapter 14 (and 15-17); 

Rivlin chapter 2)

Fourth week:

The Defense Burden

(Ben Porath: chapter 8; Rivlin: chapter 3)

Fifth week:

Industry, Agriculture and Services 

(Rivlin: chapter 4, Bank of Israel Annual Reports)

Sixth week:

The Balance of Payments, Foreign Debt, Exchange Rate Policies

(Ben Porath: chapters 14-17; Rivlin: chapter 5; Congressional Research 

Service and GATT in Reader)

Mid term exam

Seventh week:

Capital markets and Monetary Policy

(Readings from Bank of Israel Reports; Rivlin: chapter 6)

Eighth week:

The Labor Movement and the Histadrut

(Halevi and Klinov-Malul: chapter 5; Rivlin: chapter 7)

Ninth week:

The Budget and the Public Sector, Income Distribution and Poverty

 (Ben Porath: chapter 9; Rivlin: chapter 8, Bank of Israel Annual Reports)

Tenth Week:

The Peace Process, immigration in the 1990s and Israel’s Integration 

in the World Economy

(Bank of Israel Annual Reports)

Eleventh week:

Revision and final exam

Reading

· Ben Porat Y. ed. The Israeli Economy: Maturing Through Crisis (Cambridge, Mass, Harvard University Press, 1986)

· Halevi N. & Klinov Malul R. The Economic Development of Israel (New York, Praeger, 1968)

· Patinkin D. The Israeli Economy: The First Decade (Jerusalem, Falk Institute, 1967)

· Rivlin P. The Israeli Economy (Boulder, Westview Press, 1992)

· The Bank of Israel Annual Report

One Hundred Years: History and Memory in Tel Aviv–Jaffa

Dr. Martin J. Wein
mjwein@gmail.com 

This course addresses issues of history and memory in Tel Aviv from its inception as a ‘green’ garden city, to the ‘white’ Bauhaus boom and the discourse about Jaffa as a ‘black city.’ The course’s aim is to open up discourses and narratives about society and public space in Israel, where the relationship between history and memory has been marked by political conflict, collective trauma and uncertainty about the future. This course familiarizes the students with cutting–edge multidisciplinary research and methodology that will enrich their understanding of Tel Aviv–Jaffa, Israel and the Middle East. As part of the course we walk through the city of Tel Aviv–Jaffa in stages from North to South, discussing history, architecture and municipal politics on the way. Topics of discussion will include prehistory and ancient history, Arabs and Jews, ports and maritime history, industrialization and urban planning, politics and government, education and cultural venues, old British influences and migrant workers today, sports and parks, transportation and infrastructure, memorials and archeological sites. At the end of this course you will really know Tel-Aviv-Jaffa.

The teaching format of the course is “hands on” and on–site. We meet in class, but most sessions take place at various points in Tel Aviv–Jaffa. We use public transportation to get to our destinations. Walking distance for every session is relatively short. We will stop on the way for explanations, discussions or short visits and a coffee break, so walking time is ca. 2 hours.

Requirements: Presentation of readings (25%, see article reading list below), presentation of sights (25%, surf the internet to prepare your presentation), final paper (50%, book report on one of the books from readings below).

Please buy for general orientation: Tel Aviv Pocket Guide and Atlas. Tel Aviv: Mapa, 1998.

Sessions:

Feb. 25: Introduction

Overview of Walking Route, Slide Show with Old and New Maps of Tel Aviv–Jaffa, Distribution of Reading Presentations and Sight Presentations, Organizational Matters

March 4: The Yarkon River Valley

Tel Aviv University Campus, Sheikh Munis, Eretz Israel Museum/Tel Qasile to the Yarkon River Right Bank

Readings:

“TAU History: The Making of a University.” Available from: http://www.tau.ac.il/tau–history–eng.html

“Tel Qasile: A Philistine Settlement with a Temple.” Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2003.

March 11: Tel Aviv North Beach

Yarkon River Right Bank, Gan Habanim, Reading Power Station, the Levant Fair/Tel Aviv Port area, Gan Ha'atzma'ut, Muslim Cemetery, Atarim Square/Gordon Pool

Readings:

Azaryahu, Maoz. Tel Aviv: Mythography of a City. Syracuse, N.Y. : Syracuse University Press, 2007, selected sections.

Schlör, Joachim, Tel Aviv: From Dream to City. London: Reaktion Books Ltd, 1999, selected sections.

March 18: The Northern Boulevard Ring

Atarim Square/Gordon Pool and Marina via Ben Gurion House and Boulevard to Gan Ha'ir/Former Zoo, Rabin Square/City Hall, Ibn Gevirol Street, Migdal Hame'ah, New Herzliyah High School, Kikar Hamedina

Readings:

Ram, Uri. The Globalization of Israel: McWorld in Tel Aviv, Jihad in Jerusalem. New York, NY: Routledge, 2007, selected sections.

March 25: From Kikar Hamedina to Kikar Dizengoff

Kikar Hamedina, Ichylov Hospital, Beyt Asia, Tel Aviv Museum/Opera, Hakirya, Azrieli Towers, Sarona German Village, London Ministore/Beyt Tzavta and Habima/Heykhal Hatarbut, Dizengoff Center, Kikar Dizengoff.

Readings:

Mann, Barbara E. A Place in History: Modernism, Tel Aviv, and the Creation of Jewish urban Space. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 2006, selected sections.

April 15: Bauhaus and Eclectic City

Dizengoff Square,Dizengoff Boulvard, Bauhaus City, King George Street, Gan Meir, Trumpeldor Cemetery, Altalena Memorial, Opera Tower, Mugrabi, Old City Hall and Bialik Street to Magen David Adom Square

Readings:

“Tel Aviv Architectural Styles.” Architec.tour.a. Available from: http://www.telavivarchitecture.com/Architectural_Styles.html

“The White City of Tel Aviv.” UNESCO, 2003. Available from: http://whc.unesco.org/archive/advisory_body_evaluation/1096.pdf.

Yael Ziesling. “Bauhaus Architecture.” Jewish Virtual Library, 2000. Available from: http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/Architecture/Bauhaus.html.

April 22: The Southern Boulevard Ring

Magen David Adom Square, Shenkin Street, Rothschild Boulevard, Pagoda House/King Albert Square, Rothschild Boulevard, Shalom Tower, Shabazi Street, Suzan Dalal Dance Center

Readings:

Kipnis, Baruch A. “Tel Aviv, Israel  A World City in Evolution: Urban Development at a Dead End of the Global Economy.” In: Cities in Transition, by M. Pak, ed. Ljubljana: University of Ljubljana Press, 2004, 183–194.

Smolsky, Raz. “History in the Unmaking.” Haaretz, 01/12/2008.

April 29: South Tel Aviv

Suzan Dalal Dance Center, Shlush Street, Florentin, Nahalat Binyamin Street, Levinsky Street, New Central Bus Station, Neve Sha'anan, Old Central Bus Station, Allenby Street, via Nahalat Binyamin to Magen David Adom Square

Readings:

Ellman, Michael and Smain Laacher. “Migrant Workers in Israel.” The Euro–Mediterranean Human Rights Network and the International Federation for Human Rights, 2003, selected pages.

May 6: Tel Aviv South Beach

Magen David Adom Square (Shuk HaCarmel Entrance), Shuk HaCarmel, Kerem Hateymanim, Kovshim Street, Karmelit, Gan Hakovshim, Hassan Beck Mosque, Dolfinarium, Charles Chlor Park, Old Train Station, Etzel Museum, Tayelet Promenade, Clock Square in Jaffa

LeVine, Mark, Overthrowing Geography: Jaffa, Tel Aviv, and the Struggle for Palestine, 1880–1948. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005, selected sections.

May 13: Jaffa I

Clock Square in Jaffa, Old City, Egyptian Archeology Site, Jaffa Port, Jaffa Seaside Park (Landfill), Ajami, Peres Peace Center, Yefet Street–Clock Square

Herzog, Ze’ev. “Excavations at Ancient Jaffa (Joppa).” Tel Aviv University. Available from: http://www.tau.ac.il/humanities/archaeology/projects/proj_jaffa.html.

LeBor, Adam. City of Oranges: Arabs and Jews in Jaffa. London: Bloomsbury, 2006, selected sections.

May 20: Jaffa II

Clock Square in Jaffa, Flea Market, Raziel Street, American Village, Noga Compound, Jerusalem Boulevard, Clock Square Jaffa

Kark, Ruth. Jaffa: A City in Evolution, 1799–1917. Jerusalem: Yad Izhak Ben–Zvi Press, 1990 selected sections.

Rapoport, Meron. “History Erased.” www.haaretz.com, 06/07/2007.

May 27: Concluding Discussion
How did it all begin? The Emergence of Early Israel  during the Bronze and Iron Ages: An Archaeological Perspective 

Dr. Yuval Gadot

The rise of Early Israel is currently viewed as a process within the wider framework of the history of the Land of Israel. A meaningful understanding of Iron Age Israel requires, therefore, familiarity with the history of the land in earlier periods. The seminar will deal with the archaeology of Canaan during the Late Bronze Age. This period saw the flourishing and decline of Canaanite culture as well as the growth and collapse of the Egyptian empire that ruled the country. It is also the time in which both Philistine and Israelite cultures were formed.

The seminar includes discussions of the following subjects:

	Week one

02/21/11

02/23/11
	- Who is a Canaanite? the chronological and geographical framework

- The world around Canaan: Egypt, Mycenae and the Hittite empire during the second Millennium BCE

	Week Two

02/28/11 and 

03/02/11
	Written historical documents dating to the second millennium BCE and their contribution to the study of Canaan.

	Week three

03/07/11 and

03/09/11
	The Egyptian new empire and the El-Amarna archive.

	Week four

03/14/11

03/16/11
	- The archaeology of a Canaanite city-state: the archaeology of Hazor as a case study. 

- Peer Polity Interaction and the political structure of Canaanite culture.

	Week Five

03/21/11 and 

03/23/11
	Temples and cult in the Canaanite world.

	Week Six

03/28/11 and 03/30/11
	International trade and the place of Canaan. 

	Week Seven

04/04/11 and 04/06/11
	The sea people: history and archaeology

	Week Eight

04/11/11 and 14/13/11
	The collapse of the old world 

	Week Nine

05/02/11 and 05/04/11
	The archaeology and history of the 'proto-Israelites' 

	Week Ten

05/11/05
	New Canaan and revival of the city states

	Week Eleven

05/16/11 and 05/18/11
	The transition between the Late Bronze and Iron Ages: continuity, Change or Both? 


Grading and Assessment:

1. Participation 10%

2.  mid-semester assignment 30%

3. End of semester paper 60%

Selected bibliography: 

Aharoni, Y. 1979. The Land of the Bible. A Historical Geography. Trans. A. Rainey, from Hebrew. Philadelphia: Westminster Press. 21-63.

Ben-Shlomo, D. 2010. Philistine Iconography. A Wealth of Style and Symbolism. Fribourg (Switzerland). 

Cline, E.H. 1994. Sailing the Wine-Dark Sea. International Trade and the Late Bronze Age Aegean. Oxford.


Finkelstein, I. 1988. The Archaeology of the Israelite Settlement. Jerusalem.

Finkelstein, I. 1996. Ethnicity and Origin of the Iron I Settlers in the Highlands of Canaan: Can the Real Israel Stand Up? BA 59: 198-212. 

Finkelstein, I. 1996E. The Territorial-Political System of Canaan in the Late 

Bronze Age. UF 28: 221-255.

Finkelstein, I. Forthcoming. City States and States: Polity Dynamics in the 10th-9th Centuries BCE. In: Symbiosis, Symbolism and the Power of the Past: Ancient Israel and its Neighbors from the Late Bronze Age through Roman Palestine. Proceedings of the W.F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research and the American Schools of Oriental Research Centennial Symposium.

Gonen, R. 1992A. The Late Bronze. In : Ben-Tor, A. (Ed.). The Archaeology of Ancient Israel. New-Haven & London: 211-257.

Gonen, R. 1992B. Burial Patterns and Cultural Diversity in Late Bronze Canaan. Winona Lake.

Goren, Y., Finkelstein, I. & Na`aman, N. 2002. The Seat of Three Disputed Canaanite Rulers According to Petrographic Investigation of the Amarna Tablets. Tel-Aviv 29: 221-237.

Higginbotham, C.R. 1996. Elite Emulation and Egyptian Governance in Ramesside Canaan. Tel-Aviv 23: 154-169.

Hodder, I. and Hutson, S. 2003. Reading the Past. Current Approaches to Interpretation in Archaeology. Cambridge University Press. Cambridge.

Levy, T.E. 1995. (Ed.). The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land. London. 

Knapp, A.B. 1989. Response: Independence, Imperialism, and the Egyptian Factor. BASOR 275: 64-68.

Knapp, A.B. 1992. Independence and Imperialism: Politico-Economic Structures in the Bronze Age Levant. In: Knapp, A.B. (Ed.). Archaeology, Annales and Ethnohistory. Cambridge: 83-98.  

Knapp, A.B. 1993A. Society and Polity at Bronze Age Pella: an Annales Perspective. Sheffield. 
Knapp, A.B. 1993B. Thalassocracies in Bronze Age Eastern Mediterranean Trade: Making and Breaking the Myth. World Archaeology 29: 332-347.
Mazar, A. 1990. Archaeology of the Land of the Bible. New York.

Liverani, M. 1987. The Collapse of the Near Eastern Regional System at the End of the Bronze Age: The Case of Syria. In: Rowlands, M., Larsen, M. & Kristiansen, K. (Eds.). Centre and Periphery in the Ancient World. Cambridge: 66-73.
London, G. 1989. A Comparison of Two Contemporaneous Lifestyles of the Late Second Millennium B.C. BASOR 1989: 37-55.

Machinist, P. 2000. Biblical Traditions: The Philisitines and Israelite History. In: Oren, D.E. (Ed.). The Sea People and Their World: A Reassessment. Philadelphia: 53-83. 
Moran, W.L. 1992. The Amarna Letters. Baltimore.
Na`aman, N. 1981. Economic Aspects of the Egyptian Occupation of Canaan. IEJ 31: 172-185.
Na`aman, N. 1999. Four Notes on the Size of Late Bronze Canaan. BASOR 313: 31-37.

Rainey, A.F. 1996. Who is a Canaanite? A Review of the Textual Evidance. BASOR 304: 1-15  

Renfrew, C. & Bahn, P. 2004. Archaeology. Theories, Methods, and Practice. (fourth Edition) London.

Singer, I. 1988A. Merneptah’s Campaign to Canaan and the Egyptian Occupation

of the Southern Coastal Plain of Palestine. BASOR 269: 1-10.

Singer, I. 1994. Egyptian, Canaanites, and Philistines in the Period of the Emergence of Israel. in: I. Finkelstein and N. Na`aman (eds) From Nomadism to Monarchy. Archaeological and Historical Aspects of Early Israel. Jerusalem: Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi and Israel Exploration Society. Pp. 282-338.

Stager, L.E. 1985A. Merenptah, Israel and Sea Peoples: New Light on an Old Relief. EI 18: 56*-64*.
Stone, B.J. 1995. The Philistines and Acculturation: Culture Change and Ethnic Continuity in the Iron Age. BASOR 298: 7-32.

Ussishkin, D. 1995. The Destruction of Megiddo at the End of the Late Bronze Age
and its Historical Significance. Tel-Aviv 22: 240-267.

Ward, W.A. & Sharp-Joukowsky, M. (Eds.).1992. The Crisis Years: The 12th Century B.C. from Beyond the Danube to the Tigris. Dubuque.
Yasur-Landau, A. 2010..The Philistines and Aegean Immigration at the End of the Late Bronze Age. Cambridge.

Business Ethics: Profit, Poverty and Prosperity and the Globalizing World

Mr. A. German
michael.weinman@sjca.edu
Course Description

How ought corporations, and the individuals who run them, work for them, and consume the products, goods, and services offered by them act?  Do corporations contribute best and most to the common good simply by pursuing profitability and the best possible return on investment for their stakeholders?  Or are there specific requirements on how they go about their business?  If so, ought these requirements be self-regulated or government-enforced? These are the questions toward which we are directed.  To narrow this daunting task, we focus on two aspects of such questions.  First, what does the classical tradition of political philosophy have to teach us about this question?  Second, how are our answers to such questions influenced by the globalization of the economy?  In the first half of our class, we will investigate selections from the Hebrew, Christian, and Islamic scripture, as well as works by such thinkers as Plato, Aquinas, Smith and Marx.  The second half focuses on the debate about globalization today, and will feature contemporary discussions of both the theory and practice of corporate responsibility.

Course Objectives

This course will stimulate student reflection in philosophy by exploring classic and recent texts.  Toward that end, our objectives will be to: (1) comprehend challenging scholarly readings; (2) connect classic theory to current events, and cooperate with others in class discussions and group presentations; (3) improve written communication skills by crafting original, creative philosophical positions in papers and paper proposals; (4) enhance critical thinking skills; and (5) develop a sense of one’s performance through the class participation self-assessment.

Required Texts

Jagdish Bhagwati, In Defense of Globalization; Oxford, 2004. (ISBN: 0195170253)

Amy Chua, World on Fire; Bantam Doubleday, 2004. (ISBN: 0385721862)

Charles Derber, People Before Profit; Picador, 2003. (ISBN: 0312306709)

Francis Fukayama, Trust; Simon and Schuster, 1996. (ISBN: 0684825252)

Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom; Knopf, 2000. (ISBN: 0385720270)

Course Reader 

Course Assignments (to be submitted by email by 11:59 PM of the date indicated)

40%. Two 2000-word papers, the first due [enter date], and the second due [enter date].  Each will be the answer to a question you develop in the proposal assignment.  

20%. Two 500-word paper proposals, the first due [enter date], and the second due [enter date]; bring a printed copy to class that day, for a workshop and email the final version that Friday night. 

30%. Group presentation on contemporary case study, made in class on either [enter date] or [enter date]. Detailed assignment description will be distributed in class.

10%. Class participation; grade determined by self-assessment form, with Instructor’s consent.
Course Schedule

NB: Reading is to be completed for the day listed.  Please bring reading to class.

1. What we owe one another: Classical sources on profit, poverty and prosperity

	Class
	Topic
	Reading
	Writing

	1
	Introduction
	
	

	2
	Property and  Profit: Religious Views
	Abrahamic sources
	

	3
	Property and Profit: Pre-Modern Views [1]
	Plato
	

	4
	Property and Profit: Pre-Modern Views [2]
	Aquinas
	

	5
	Property and Profit: Social Prosperity? [1]
	Locke
	

	6
	Property and Profit: Social Prosperity? [2]
	Smith
	

	7
	Property and Profit: Global Prosperity?
	Hume, Kant
	

	8
	Property and Profit: Bad effects?
	Marx 
	

	9
	Property and Profit: Retrospective Overview
	Mill, Workshop 1
	Proposal 1 due


2. What we owe one another now: Profit, poverty and prosperity and globalization

	Class
	Topic
	Reading
	Writing

	10
	Globalization: For [1]
	Jagdish Bhagwati
	

	11
	Globalization: For [2]
	Jagdish Bhagwati
	Paper 1 due

	12
	Globalization: Against [1]
	Amy Chua
	

	13
	Globalization: Against [2]
	Amy Chua
	

	14
	Corporations: More Regulation [1]
	Charles Derber
	

	15
	Corporations: Less Regulation [1]
	Francis Fukayama
	Proposal 2 due

	16
	Corporations: Less Regulation [2]
	Francis Fukayama
	

	17
	Globalization: Final Overview [1]
	Amartya Sen
	

	18
	Globalization: Final Overview [2]
	Amartya Sen
	

	19
	Presentations, 1
	
	

	20
	Presentations, 2
	
	Paper 2 due


The Fine Print (please read carefully)

PLAGIARISM is to “steal or pass off the words or works of another as one’s own, using a created production without citing the source” (Webster’s Ninth Collegiate Dictionary, 1988).  This includes: (1) copying words from a website, book, article or other source without citing that source;  (2) paraphrasing words from a source without citing that source; (3) writing about ideas that are not yours originally (aside from mere ‘common knowledge’) without citing that source.  If I suspect a student has plagiarized on any assignment, I will alert the Director.  If it is concluded that plagiarism has taken place, you may be subject to disciplinary action, in addition to automatic failure of this course.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES will be treated fairly.  I am more than willing to accommodate students with disabilities.  However, students need to register before accommodations can be made.  If you have been diagnosed with a disability or suspect you may have one, please do get in touch with the School, who will keep your information confidential, and will only apprise me to the accommodations you need.  If you have registered with the School and need accommodations, please see me.

The Struggle for Palestine: 

The Roots of the Arab-Israeli Conflict

Dr. Daniel Zisenwine

This course introduces students to the initial stages of the Arab-Israeli conflict, starting from the first waves of Zionist immigration to Palestine through the 1948 war and the establishment of the state of Israel. It will focus on the emerging features of the conflict, the struggle between the Palestinian Arab and Jewish Nationalist movements, and the international involvement in these events. A variety of scholarly studies will provide the background for class discussions. The course will focus on the emergence of the Zionist and Palestinian nationalist movements, British policy in Palestine, the rise of new Zionist and Palestinian leaders, the 1936-1939 Arab Revolt, and the post World War II efforts to establish a Jewish state. Our focus on these events will be linked to broader regional developments in the Middle East, which also play a role in the struggle for Palestine. These include the breakup of the Ottoman Empire, the rise of Arab nationalism, and the modern Arab state system that emerged in the inter-war period. This backdrop links the discussion of the roots of the Arab-Israeli conflict to the wider realm of Middle East studies, and expands this course's scope of inquiry. 

Week 1: Introduction and Preliminary Discussion

E.H. Carr, "The Historian and His Facts" in idem What is History? 2nd Edition (London, 1986), pp. 1-24Kenneth W. Stein, "A Historiographic Review of the Literature on the Origins of the Arab-Israeli Conflict", American Historical Review, Vol. 96, No. 5 (December, 1991), pp. 1450-1467.

Week 2: The Origins of Jewish Nationalism

Walter Laqueur, A History of Zionism, (London, 1972), pp. 3-39; 84-135.Benny Morris, Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-1999 (New York, 1999), pp. 14-26; 37-68.

Week 3: Arabs and Jews in Ottoman Palestine

Israel Kolatt, "The Organization of the Jewish Population of Palestine and the Development of its Political Consciousness before World War I", in Moshe Maoz (ed.), Studies on Palestine during the Ottoman Period (Jerusalem, 1975), pp. 311-245.Baruch Kimmerling and Joel S. Migdal, Palestinians: The Making of a People (Cambridge MA, 1993), pp. 3-20; 35-61; 64-72.

Week 4: Post World War I Settlements

M.E. Yapp, The Making of the Modern Near East, 1972-1923 (London and New York, 1987), pp. 275-286, 288-294, 301-306, 322-331, 348-351.Mayir Verete, "The Balfour Declaration and Its Makers", Middle Eastern Studies, 4, 1970, pp. 48-76.

Week 5: The Emergence of Palestinian Nationalism
Muhammad Y. Muslih, The Origins of Palestinian Nationalism (New York, 1988), pp. 1-11, 69-88, 175-224.
Yehoshua Porath, The Emergence of the Palestinian Arab Movement, 1918-1929 (London, 1974), pp. 31-69.

Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness (New York, 1997), pp. 145-175.

Week 6: British Policy in Palestine

Bernard Wasserstein, The British in Palestine: The Mandatory Government and the Arab-Jewish Conflict, 1917-1929 (London, 1978), pp. 73-88, 139-164, 236-241.

Taysir Nashif, "Palestinian Arab and the Jewish Leadership in the Mandate Period", Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 6 No. 2 (Summer, 1977), pp. 113-121.

Week 7: Towards a Jewish State

Kenneth W. Stein, The Land Question in Palestine, 1917-1939 (Chapel Hill and London, 1984), pp. 40-79; 212-221.

Noah Lucas, The Modern History of Israel (London, 1975) pp. 167-185.

Week 8: The Arab Revolt

Tom Bowden, "The Politics of the Arab Rebellion in Palestine 1936-39", Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 11 No. 2 (May, 1975), pp. 147-174.

Kimmerling and Migdal, pp. 51-63; 96-123.

Week 9: The End of the British Mandate:

Steven Spiegel, The Other Arab-Israeli Conflict: Making America's Middle East Policy, from Truman to Reagan (Chicago, 1985), pp. 16-44.

Michael J. Cohen, "The Zionist Perspective", in Wm. Roger Louis and Robert W. Stokey (eds.), The End of the Palestine Mandate (Austin, 1986), pp. 79-103.

Walid Khalidi, "The Arab Perspective", in in Wm. Roger Louis and Robert W. Stokey (eds.), The End of the Palestine Mandate (Austin, 1986), pp. 103-106.

Week 10 & 11: The 1948 War and the Historiographic Debate

David Tal, "The Forgotten War: Jewish-Palestinian Strife in Mandatory Palestine, December 1947-May 1948", Israel Affairs 6 (Spring/Summer 2000), pp.3-21.

Rashid Khalidi, "The Palestinians and 1948: The Underlying Causes of Failure", The War for Palestine: Rewriting the History of 1948 (eds. Eugene L. Rogan and Avi Shlaim), (Cambridge, 2001), pp. 12-36.

Avi Shlaim, "The Debate about 1948", International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 27 No.3  (1995), pp. 287-304.

Anita Shapira, "Politics and Collective Memory: The Debate over the 'New Historians' in Israel, History and Memory, 7, (1995), pp. 9-40.

Introduction to the Religion of Islam

Dr. A. Hakim

This course consists of a series of lectures and readings into various aspects of the classical Islamic religion from its earliest period. The purpose of the course is to provide the student detailed knowledge, from the Muslim point of view, on the foundations of the faith of more than one billion and two hundred and fifty million believers around the word. It is an eleven week course, two lectures a week, each of ninety minutes.

The student is required to read and comprehend articles and modern researches dealing with the various topics of Islam. Each student is required to write a research paper on a topic based on provided bibliography (50 %), and to pass a final exam (50 %). 

Following is a proposed schedule for the various lectures:

Week 1

Introduction: The various approaches of the modern research on Islam. 

The meaning of the term Islam.

The Arabic alphabet, its vocalization and transliteration. 

Week 2

The Qur’ān, the Word of God

The exegesis of the Holy book.

Week 3

The Islamic Tradition.

The canonical compilations.

The Sunna.

Week 4

The biography of the Messenger of God.

The biblical prophets.

Biographies of the founding fathers of Islam.

Week 5

The five pillars of Islam. 

Week 6

History and historiography.

Muslim historiography: the rightly guided caliphs.

Week 7

Muslim Historiography: 

Umayyads and Abbasides
Week 8

The Islamic Law.

The four legal schools.

Week 9

Heresiography: Sects in Islam.

Week 10

Ethics: Zuhd and Sufism. 

Week 11

Trends in Modern Islam

The advent of Fundamentalism.

Ideologies and Intellectual Movements in the Modern Middle East

Prof. Israel Gershoni

General:

The seminar will deal with the formation, evolution and diffusion of intellectual views and ideologies in the Modern Middle East, in particular during the years 1880-1950.  It will focus on individual thinkers and intellectuals as well as intellectual movements and ideological bodies.  It will trace the processes of the emergence of new intellectual discourses, their formation, dissemination and transmission; their changes and their social reception in the different levels of Middle Eastern cultures and societies.  Special attention will be given to interaction between ideas and their socio-political contexts.

Grading system:

One final exam.

Detailed outline:

First week:

Second week:

1.   Introduction: Medieval History of Islamic states and societies.

Third week:

Introduction:  The 18th and 19th centuries.

Fourth week:

The Reforming Governments-19th century

Fifth  week:

J.D. Afghani and Muhammad Abduh

Sixth week:

Egyptian Nationalism, 1860-1919.

Seventh week:

Arab Nationalism, 1860-1919.

Eighth week:

Ideologies in Egypt, 1919-1952.

Ninth week:

Ideologies in the Arab Middle East.  Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Palestine 1919-1956.
Tenth week:

Nasserism, 1950’s, 1960’s.

Eleventh week:

Ba’thism 1950’s, 1960’s.  The emergence of Islamic Radicalism.

Reading texts (compulsory)

General background

1.
A. Hourani: A History of the Arab Peoples(Harvard, 1991).


2.
Islamic Modernism:


A. Hourani: Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1788-1939 (Oxford 1970), pp. 130-160.

3.       Egyptian Nationalism: Ibid., pp. 161-221.

4.     Arab Nationalism:

R. Khalidi, L. Anderson, U. Unslih and R. S. Simon (eds.), The Origins of Arab

Nationalism (Columbia, NY 1991), pp.3-30, 50-69.

5.     Nationalism and Culture in Egypt in the Interwar Era, 1919-1945

I.Gershoni and J. Jankowski, Egypt, Islam and the Arabs, 1930-1945 (Cambridge, 1995).

6.       Gershoni and J. Jankowski, Redefining the Egyptian Nationalism, 1930-1945 (Cambridge, 1995).

7.        The Islamic Reaction: R.P. Mitchell, The Society of the Muslim Brothers (Oxford, 1969), pp. 1-34, 232-250,263-270.

8.       Nasserism, N. Rejwan, Nasserist Ideology: Its Exponents and Critics (Jerusalem, 1974).  pp. 91-115,195-234.

 9.      Contemporary Radical Islamic Ideology, E. Sivan, Radical Islam-Medieval Theology and Modern Politics (Yale, 1985), pp. 1-49.

Politics, Religion and Terror in the Middle East

Dr. Uriya Shavit

The course will examine the emergence of Islamist movements as a major political force in modern Arab societies. In particular, it will pay attention to Islamist views on the crisis of Islam in the modern period; the meaning of jihad; the compatibility between Islam and democracy; Islamist attitudes to Israel; the origins of the war in Iraq and Arab responses to its democratization; the rise of Islam and the decline of the West in Islamist scholarship; and Islamic concepts on the role and identity of Muslims living in the West.  

1. A Clash of Civilizations?

With the end of the Cold War, prominent Western scholars cautioned that the ideological clash with Communism will be substituted by a clash of civilizations between the West and Islam. The intellectual origins of this paradigm will serve as a point of departure for discussion of other issues – does a Muslim civilization really exist, and should it be considered a threat?

Bernard, Lewis, "The Roots of Muslim Rage", The Atlantic Monthly, September 1990, 47-60.

Samuel P. Huntington, "The Clash of Civilizations?", Foreign Affairs, Summer 1993, 22-49.
2. The Rise of Islamism

What is the difference between Islam and Islamism? Discussion will focus on the religious, intellectual, cultural, social and political origins of one of the most influential movements in the modern Arab world – the Muslim Brothers.

Richard P. Mitchel, The Society of Muslim Brothers (London: Oxford University Press, 1969). 

Ali Rahnema, Pioneers of Islamic Revival (London: Zed Books, 1994), 125-53.

      Nazih N. Ayubi, Political Islam (London: Routledge, 1993), 48-69, 120-34.

3. Violence in the Name of Islam

Contemporary radical Islamist movements use violence to pursue their goals. What are the intellectual foundations and the political origins of this concept? Discussion will focus on the writings and the legacy of the main source of inspiration for radical Islam – Sayyid Qutb.

Sayyid Qutb, Milestones (Indianapolis: American Trust Publications, 1993).

Ahmad S. Mousalli, Radical Islamic Fundamentalism: The Ideological and Political Discourse of Sayyid Qutb (Beirut: American University of Beirut, 1992).

4. Democracy, Democratization and Islamism 

Why have Arab societies not been part of the Third Wave of Democratization? Discussion will focus on the historical foundations of regimes in the Middle East, on contesting Islamist conceptualization of democracy (the "shura" debate) and on two main methodologies developed to analyze the democracy gap in the region – the cultural-essentialist, and the structural-social.

Charles Issawi, "Economic and Social Foundations of Democracy in the Middle East", International Affairs, Vol.32, No.1 (January 1956), 27-42.

Giacomo, Luciani, "The Oil Rent, The Fiscal Crisis of the State and Democratization", in Democracy Without Democrats, ed. Ghassan Salame (London and New York, 2001), 130-152.

Elie Kedourie,  Democracy and Arab Political Culture (London, 1994).

Uriya Shavit, "Is Shura a Muslim Form of Democracy?", Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 46, No. 3, May 2010, 1-26.

5. The Rise of al-Qaeda 
From where did al-Qaeda come from? Discussion will focus on the movement's intellectual origins, as well as on its modes of operations and the strategic implications of the 9/11 attacks.

Uriya Shavit, "al-Qaeda's Saudi Origins", Middle East Quarterly, Vol. XIII, Number 4 (Fall 2006), 3-13:

http://www.meforum.org/999/al-qaedas-saudi-origins 

Abdel Bari Atwan, The Secret History of Al-Qaeda (London, 2006), 31-56.

6. The War in Iraq

Perhaps more than any other war in history, the war in Iraq was a highly controversial intellectual enterprise. Discussion will focus on the rise and fall of the second generation of neoconservatives and on the notional roots of Arab resistance to the war.

Letter to President Clinton, The Project for the New American Century, 26.1.98:

http://www.newamericancentury.org/iraqclintonletter.htm

Letter to President Bush, The Project for the New American century, 29.9.01:

http://www.newamericancentury.org/Bushletter.htm
Stephan Halper and Jonathan Clarke, America Alone: The Neo-Conservatives and the Global Order (Cambridge, 2004), 112-156.  

George Packer, The Assassins Gate (New York, 2006), 8-38.

Uriya Shavit, "The Road to Democracy in the Arab World", Azure, No. 26, 2006, 34-62:    

7. Failure of Islamism  
Arab Islamist movements have resorted to mass, peaceful mobilization as well as to different modes of violent uprisings; all attempts at capturing power failed. What are the reasons for that failure – and how do Islamists rationalize it?

      Olivier Roy, The Failure of Political Islam (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press , 

       1994), 61-74.

      Emmanuel  Sivan, “Why Radical Muslims Aren’t Taking over Governments,” Middle   

      East Review of International Affairs Journal, Vol. 2 No. 2 (May 1998). 

8. Internet, Satellite Television, Democracy and Islam

Has al-Jazeera revolutionized Arab societies? Are the internet and Arab satellite television a force for democratization – or tools used by Arab regimes to tighten their control on their societies and by Islamists to enhance their revolution? Contesting analyses on these issues will be deliberated.
Jon B. Alterman, New Media, New Politics? (Washington, 1998), pp. 15-69.

9. Islam in the West: Between Integration and Introversion
Contemporary Muslim religious scholars, intellectuals and activists fiercely debate the role and identities of Muslims living in the West. Discussion will focus on two of the most influential leaders addressing the issue: Yusuf al-Qaradawi and Amr Khaled.

Yusuf al-Qardawai (7.5.2006), "Duties of Muslims Living in the West", in IslamOnline.net: http://www.islamonline.net.servlet\Servlet\Satellite?pagename=IslamOnline-English-Ask_Sc

Amr Khaled, Between Integration and Introversion (n.d): http://amrkhaled.net/articles/articles542.html

Uriya Shavit, "Should Muslims integrate into the West?", Middle East Quarterly, Vol. XIV, Number 4 (Fall 2007), pp. 13-21:

http://www.meforum.org/1761/should-muslims-integrate-into-the-west 
 Uriya Shavit, The New Imagined Community (Brighton and Portland: 2009), pp. 101-190.

10. The Decline of the West
The idea that the West is declining is central (albeit in different ways) to Western as well as Muslim scholarship on "the course of history". Discussion will focus on Islamist "declinist" conceptualizations and the social, religious and intellectual functions they serve.

Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers (New York, 1987).

Niall Ferguson, "Complexity and Collapse", Foreign Affairs, March/April 2010, 18-32.

Uriya Shavit and Frederic Wiesenbach, "Muslim Strategies to Convert Western Christians", Middle East Quraterly (Spring 2009, Vol. 16, Nr. 2), 3-14:
http://www.meforum.org/2104/muslim-strategies-to-convert-western-christians
Sayed Kotb, "The World is an Undutiful Boy!", Fulcrum, Fall 1949, 29.

Zakir Naik, Why The West is Coming to Islam? (n.d), DVD distributed by Islam Dawah Center International, Birmingham

Rachid al-Ghannouchi, "Secularism in the Arab Maghreb", in Azzam Tamimi and John L. Esposito (editors), Islam and Secularism in the Middle East (London: Hurst & Company, 2000), 97-123.

Foreign Policy of the U.S. 1945- 1990:

The Middle East and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

Prof. A. Gutfeld

The course will focus on the history and on analysis of major themes that influence the formation of American foreign policy using the Middle East and the Arab-Israeli conflict as a case study.

The lectures will provide a description of the background and major constraints in each administration global policy and examples of its implementation in the Middle East and in the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The course will cover the clash of the Great Powers - Cold War in the Middle East 1945-1990.

Lecture topics and required readings

Week 1:

Description of the major themes influencing the formation of US foreign policy and a strategic- historic definition of the US as a superpower.

Michael Roskin, "From Pearl Harbor to Vietnam: Shifting Generational Paradigms and Foreign Policy," Political Science 
Quarterly 89 (Fall 1974), 563 – 568. 

Arnon Gutfeld, "United States Policy in the Middle East," in Avigdor Levy(ed.). The Arab-Israeli  Conflict: Risks and Opportunities. 26  - . 

Week 2:

Major themes in US involvement in the Middle East to 1945

David Finnie, Pioneers East: The Roots of American Interests in the Middle East 1 -18, 271 – 277.

John De Novo "American Interests in the Middle East 1919 – 1939," in Uriel Dann(ed.) The Great Powers in the Middle East 1900 – 1939. 225 -237.

Week 3:

US in the Middle East during World War II

John C. Campbell, Defense of the Middle East. 11 – 29, 49 – 62.

Week 4:

Establishment of Israel

David McCullough, Truman. 584 – 620.

Clark Clifford, "Factors Influencing President Truman's Decision to Support Partition and Recognition of the State of Israel, 24 -45.

Walter Russell Mead, "The New Israel and the Old: Why Gentile Americans Back the Jewish State," Foreign Affairs July/August 2008 

Week 5:

Cold War in the Middle East in the 1950s: Mutual Defense Pacts.

John C. Campbell, Defense of the Middle East. 99 - 130.

Week 6:

The Suez Crisis and Its Consequences

William Roger Louis, "Dulles, Suez and the British," In Richard E. Immerman(ed.). John Foster Dulles and the Diplomacy of the Cold War. 158 - 193.

Week 7:

Kennedy and "Flexible Response" in the Middle East

Abraham Ben-Zvi, Decade of Transition. 66 – 84.

Week 8: 
The 1967 War and its Aftermath

William Quandt,  Peace Process. 1 – 54.

Week 9:

The Yom Kippur War

Henry Kissinger , Crisis. Part I

William Quandt, Peace Process. 130 – 176.

Week 10:

Carter and Camp David

William Quandt, Peace Process. 177 – 244.

Week 11:

Reagan and end of the Cold War

Steven Spiegel, The Other Arab –Israeli Conflict. Ch. On Reagan's administration.

Twentieth Century Israeli Art

Dr. Rivka Shusterman

Survey of the development of twentieth century Israeli art since 1906, trends, techniques, theories and styles in Israeli art are analyzed against the background of  a relevant European and American movements.  The course is complemented by visits to museums, and art centers.

Grading system:  

Attendance - 25%, mid-term 15%, final - 50%, open - 10%

Introduction:

I. Criteria employed when studying a body of art as a national art.

II. Dating the beginning of Israeli art with Boris Shatz and the foundation of Bezalel  in Jerusalem - 1906.

Boris Shatz - Dreamer and Does.  Discussion of Shatz’ Life and Art(Academic Neo-Classical Idealism and expressive realism in 
 Jewish Heroic, Religious and Social subjects). Old Bezalel (1906-1928) (9)

I. The Ideas of the Arts and Crafts movement linked with national and spiritual rebirth.

Focus:  B. Shatz, S. Hirshenberg, A.S. Shurr, S. Ben David, Z. Raban.

II. The Life and Art of E.M. Lilien (the meeting c/o East and West)

Background - The Jugenstil.  Comparison with Beardsley’s Art Nouveau.

The 20’s:

The plant takes root.  Second generation Israeli painters.

Translations of local environment. 
Background -H. Rousseau, R. Dupy, planiar Cubism.

Focus - R. Rubin, N. Gutman, I. Paldi.

The 30’s:

I. The influence of the Expressionist stream in the Ecole De Paris on Israeli artists.

Background-H. Soutine.

Focus - H. Shemi, M. McKady, M. Levanon, Frenkel.

II. Influence of German Expressionism on Israeli Art via German immigrants in Jerusalem.

Focus - Y. Steinhardt, L. Kra Kauer, R. Lehman, S Heiman.

The 40’s:

I.M. Ardon.

Background - The Bauhaus.

II. The so called “Canaanite” movement - A return to Ancient Canaanite and 
Hebrew roots -  materials and images.

Focus  - I. Danziger, M. Kastel, A. Kahana.

The 50’s and 60’s:

I. “New Horizons”- Towards Israeli Abstract Art.

Background - Local Russian, Lezanne, French Informal, and Abstract-Expressionism.

Focus -Y. Zaritoky, Y. Streichman, A. Stematsky,  M.Yanko, A. Aroch.




II. Social and National Trends in Israeli Art.

Focus - M. Gat, A. Offek, N. Rappaport, N. Bezon, Y. Bergner.

The 60’s and 70’s

Modern trends in Israeli Art - The Artists look to the West.

  - R. Lavie, R. Shechori, Y. Agam, Y. Tumarkin,

J. Newstein, M. Kadishman.


Creative Writing 
Ms. Dara Barnat

Email: barnatda@post.tau.ac.il

Office Hours: Webb 509, by appointment

In this course we will work on developing creative texts through the processes of close reading, writing exercises, peer critique, and revision. Our main goals will be to find inspiration, to learn more about our individual voices, to give and take productive criticism, and to acquire a greater appreciation of the art(s) of creative writing.  During each class we will do writing exercises and critique work that you submit. On Thursdays we will also be reading and discussing texts that relate to the topic of the week. The texts will be placed on the virtual site at: virtual.tau.ac.il. In addition, you will be asked to keep a Writing Journal.

■
Week 1 – Introduction: The Writing Process

Text: From Letters to a Young Poet, by Rainer Maria Rilke

■
Week 2 – Finding Your Voice

Text: Chapter 2 of The Writer Within, by Rivka Rass

■
Week 3 – The Art of Revision

Text: From Leaves of Grass, by Walt Whitman

(Short assignment due)

■
Week 4 – On Poetry

 (Mid-term assigned)

Text: Sonnet 23, by William Shakespeare and a poem by E. E. Cummings

■
Week 5 – On Fiction

Text: Chapter 1 of The House of Mirth, by Edith Wharton and The Real Winner of the Preliminary Games, by Etgar Keret

■
Week 6 – On Non-fiction  

 (Mid-term assignment due)

Text: “A Sacred Magic Can Elevate the Secular Storyteller” and an excerpt from Night, by Elie Wiesel

■
Week 7 – Responding to Place 

Text: Poems by Karen Alkalay-Gut, Linda Zisquit, Rachel Back, and Shirley Kaufman

■
Week 8 – Building (a) Character 

Text: From Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain

(Short assignment due)

■
Week 9 – Dialogue/Dialect

(Final project assigned)

Text: From Call it Sleep, by Henry Roth

■
Week 10 –  Descriptive Language

Text: From The Inheritance of Loss, by Kiran Desai

■
Week 11 – Choosing Your Story

Text: TBA

(Final project due) 

* Each week you should write one entry in a Writing Journal. Your entries can be handwritten or on in a computer file. They will be handed in as part of your final project.

* Final project:

1. Submit a portfolio with piece or pieces of writing that have been revised 3-4 times. Include earlier drafts. 

2. Submit a written reflection of your creative work. This can include comments on your writing process, the strengths or weaknesses you perceive in your work, the direction of the work, or anything else you wish to discuss in a self-reflective manner.

3. Submit the entries from your Writing Journal.

* The grade for this course will be decided 10% on attendance, 20% on participation (including in-class participation and 2 short assignments), 30% on a mid-term assignment and 40% on a final project.

Love and War – Israeli Society on stage An introduction to Israeli Drama
Dror Harary
Israeli Drama reflects the evolution of the State of Israel from Pre- State years to the 21st century.

Leading Israeli play writes present a unique way of  looking at the turbulent events and trends that have shaped Israeli Society, such as The Holocaust, War, relations between Arabs and Jews, Religious and secular society and more. As viewed through the stage-lives of living, breathing, suffering and passionate stage characters.

The course bring to life the characters and their conflicts, students will be able to understand the complexities by getting into the situations, reading and acting out and analyzing the lives of the characters.
Listed below are the main topics of the course. The lessons will combine theoretical study with performing choice scenes in order to understand characters and conflicts, visits to the theatre and meetings with playwrights.

1. Introduction "What's for Jews with Theatre? The beginnings of a Jewish Theatre Tradition.

2. The struggle of young Idealists in settling the land as in "He walked through the fields" Moshe Shamir 1949, "Night of the twentieth" Yehoshua Sobol 1976.
3. Biblical themes in early Israeli drama "Michal the daughter of Saul" Aaron Ashman 1941.

4. A satirical glimpse at Israeli society in Efraim Kishon's skits and Plays, "Salah" and "The Crook".

5. The ambiguous state of Israeli Society in the early 60's "American Princess" Nissim Aloni 1963.
6. Treatment of the "Shoah" in "Children of the Shadows" Ben Tsiyon Tomer and "Ghetto" Yehosha Sobol.

7. Political dilemma's arising after the six day war – territories, Jewish Arab relations,    War and Peace,  "The Palestinian" Yehosha Sobol, "Pangs of the Messia" Motti Lerner, "Queen of the Bathtub" Hanoch Levine, "Rabin" Motti Lerner.

8. Dilemma's of modern Israel in "Wife, Husband, Home" Shmuel Asfari,. "Bachelors and Spinsters" Hanoch Levine.

9. Modern Israeli Dramatists Question Jewish Belief, family values, women's rights and Tradition, "Kiddush" Shmuel Asfari, "Mikve" Hadar Galron, "Fleisher" Rami Danon. 

Fiction Film Directing Workshop
                                         Moshe Mizrahi– Spring 2011
             mizadam@netvision.net.il

Workshop objective:
How to visualize a story through the use of modern narrative and cinematic language.
Pre requisite:

Each student has to bring to the first lesson a DVD of a previous short fiction work of his, or an 8 to 12 minutes fiction screenplay with a shooting script.

Workshop objective:

A filmed and edited 8 to 12 minutes video of a short story.

Final grade:

Is composed by attendance (30%), class involvement (20%) final work (50%).

Workshop fields of study:

Visual expression

Use of Location (space) and movement (time)

Setting a frame and choosing camera angles.

Movements of camera

Movements of characters inside the frame with or without camera movements

Setting a narrative through a shooting script

Acting Workshop

Michal Bat-Adam - Spring 2011
        mizadam@netvision.net.il

Workshop subject:

The actor’s role and importance in the filmmaking process

Workshop objective:

Acting is not a theoretical proposition but a process you have to go through and experience it. That is why the students will work on both sides of the camera, as directors and actors, and practice telling a story through the use of actors.

Workshop field of work:

Phase one: The students of film directing will perform as actors and actresses and get to familiarize themselves with the acting language and its use.

Phase two: The students will direct scenes written by them with emphasize of directing the characters and without leaving out the other elements of their filmic expression.

At the end of the course each student will bring two filmed scenes he practiced in the workshop.

Israel and the Environment

Dr. Stuart Fleischer 
Tel: 052-4-738979

sfleischer@wbais.org
The course description is: 
This course studies the relationship between people and the environment, 
and the effects of Israeli societies and industries have on the environment. Plant and animal community structure, renewable and non renewable resources and environmental degradation will be studied along with regional cooperation and problems between Israel and her neighbors. This course provides an introduction for non-biology majors into current problems that Israel faces in maintaining the stability, productivity, 
and sustainability of its environment. This class will identify relevant environmental issues, explore root causes underlying the problems, and examine how national and international agencies are addressing and assessing potential solutions to these issues. 

The objectives of this course are for students to acquire a better 
understanding of environmental issues. Specifically:
1) to acquire knowledge of ecological concepts as they pertain to
environmental problems. 
2) to gain an awareness and understanding of environmental problems and 
their causes.
3) to learn about the possible solutions to these problems.
4) to recognize the importance of the interactions of the political, 
social, and economic aspects of the environmental issues.

Content covered:
1) Ecology food webs and interactions
2) Ecosystems in Israel
3) Human Impact of Ecosystems from 1st Aliya towards statehood and 
beyond
    
4) The role of the J.N.F. and Israel Nature Authority 
5) Environmental impact on Israel's ecosystems through Industry
6) Alternative energy sources and resources
7) Environmental cooperation between Israel and its neighbors 
8) Israel and environmental legislation
Dates to remember:

Midterm Exam:  TBD

No Class on : TBD

Final Exam: TBD (16:00-18:00)
Research Paper and group presentations: TBD

Jeep Trek: TBA

Please buy a small folding map of Israel for class.

The Research Paper:

Problem solving paper and presentation

You will also be required to write a short paper (approx 10 pages) on an environmental problem for this course. This will be a group project. Your group will identify and select an environmental problem and address possible or actual solutions. The paper should describe the problem in sound ecological terms; present possible solutions in an unbiased fashion; and it must include the social, political and economic interactions that are part of this problem. Your group will also prepare a 10-15 minute presentation to share your findings with classmates. This project is worth 50% (40% on the paper and 10% on the presentation). Please let me know if you will have a PowerPoint presentation.

Exam Format:  Exams are essay style. Both Exams are worth 25% each.

If you miss a class, please get the lecture notes from another student. 

Selective readings will come from:

The Zoogeography of Israel : The Distribution and Abundance at a Zoogeographical Crossroad (Monographiae Biologicae)
Y. Yom-Tov, E. Tchernov
30 April, 1988

ISBN: 9061936500

Articles that you can already download, print and read:

http://www.internationalwaterlaw.org/Articles/Eckstein-IntlWater.pdf  

http://timberwolfinformation.org/info/israelupdates.pdf

As per guidelines from the OSP office, attendance is mandatory. 1% per absence will be taken off your final grade.

Introduction to  Psychology

Dr. Blair Mor -Spring 2012

E-mail:  BlairPsych@hotmail.com 

Class Meetings:  Tue & Thu. 2:00-4:00p.m.

Phone:  050-392-1745            

           



Office Hours:  Thrs.4-5:00 PM


 


Text:                      1) Coon, D. & Mitterer, J. (2010).  Introduction to Psychology: Gateways to Mind and Behavior with Concept Maps and Reviews.  California: Wadesworth, Cengage Learning Inc.  

                               2) American Psychiatric Association. (2000). Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders DSM- IV-TR Fourth Edition (Text Revision).  New York: American Psychiatric Association.  

Overview:  

This class is designed for those students who wish to gain an introductory and broad understanding of the field of psychology as one of the great social sciences.  Psychology is the

study of behavior and mental processes. It is a science with roots in the fields of biology,

philosophy and physiology. The philosophical background causes psychologists to wonder about

the behavior and thinking of humans, and the more science-based knowledge allows us to test

our hypotheses. Discussions, lectures, and reading will introduce the student to developing 

an understanding of human behavior. The primary questions addressed in this course will be

"Why do people act the way that they do in specific situations?" and "How can people change

their behaviors?"

This introductory course will expose students to many of the fields of interest within Psychology.

Topics covered will be personality development, states of consciousness (sleep, dreams, and hypnosis), learning, memory, and abnormal behavior.

Students will also study the biological basis of behavior, motivation, sensation, perception,

health psychology and social psychology. The methods, including statistics, for completing

psychological research will also be introduced. Students will learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice. In addition, students are expected to develop their critical thinking skills throughout the course, while building their reading and discussion skills.

Course Objectives: An overriding course goal is to provide access to the way psychologists conduct science, communicate research findings, and apply psychological knowledge. Toward this goal, our objectives are that each student will:

•
Become familiar with current scientific theory and research in the major topic areas of psychology.

•
Discover the personal relevance of course material, including an understanding of the role of psychological forces in their lives and the lives of others, and an appreciation of the practical value of psychology.

•
Develop skills necessary to evaluate and think critically about information concerning psychological phenomena obtained from research, the general public, and the media.

•
Be well prepared for advanced study in psychology.

*What your grade will be based on as well as a general description of topics covered in each week is depicted below. 

Course Breakdown (How Your Grade Will Be Determined)

Examinations (2 exams = 30% Mid-Term and 30% Final Exam):

There will be a mid-term and a final for this course.  The exams will cover material from the readings, handouts, class discussion, and lectures.  All exams are in the same format and include short answer and essay.  The mid-term will test the first half of the course and the final exam will cover the second half of the course.  

Applied Group Psychology Project (25%):  

You will have the opportunity to apply what you are learning in the form of a group presentation.  For this assignment, you will be dived into 15 small groups and asked to give a 20 minute presentation on one topic of your choosing. No two groups may use the same disorder and you must pick something that has or will be covered in my class. The presentation should include a visual and oral component, as well as a short 2 minute role play exemplifying 3 key points. Your grade will be based on information presented, organization and creativity. More detailed information on this exercise will be provided later on.  

Participation (15%):  

THIS CLASS HAS A STRONG PARTICIPATION COMPONENT. 

This class requires more than just a simple regurgitation of material found in the text; classes consist of classroom discussions, group activities, knowledge of the assigned reading, in addition to lectures.  If you are not comfortable expressing yourself in large and small groups this class may be an excellent opportunity for you to overcome those fears.   

Lectures for this class include material from the book as well as supplementary information and helpful ways to organize the material in your own minds.  Because of the group project, class discussion, and lecture material not in the book, attendance is an integral part of this class.  It will also be to your benefit to complete reading assignments prior to the class sessions for which they are assigned, in order to be able to contribute to class discussions and activities.  

The bottom line is that if you show up to class and are engaged in what is happening around you, you should do well in this area, which can greatly improve your overall grade. 

Detailed Description of Each Week:

Week 1
-Go over syllabus in detail and answer any questions students may have. Introduce what psychology is and open the floor for discussion. 





-NO CLASS (Purim)

Week 2
-Lecture on the scientific basis of psychology including how psychologists test their hypothesis and what research methods they use. Also introduce basic statistics. 

-Lecture on developmental psychology including how the human being develops throughout the entire lifespan. What are the different stages of development? What are some of the theories and the psychologist behind them? 

Week 3                                   -Continued lecture on developmental psychology.

-Lecture on cognition and learning.  How people think and learn. 

Week 4
-Continued lecture on cognition and learning. 





-No Class (Passover Break)

Week 5


-No Class (Passover Break)

-Lecture on intelligence and testing. Discussion on what IQ is and if there different types of intelligence? 

Week 6
-Lecture on what memory is and how is it produced. How memories are stored and are they accurate? Are there limitations to what we can learn?

-Review for the mid-term, which will include key topics, hints and addressing any points of clarification students may have. 

Week 7


-Mid-Term Examination

-Lecture on motivation. What makes people do what they do and how it impacts us differently. 

Week 8


-No Class (Israel Independence Day)

-Lecture on emotion. What is emotion? Where does it come from? How it affects different people differently. 

Week 9
-Lecture on theories of personality. This discussion will include different theorists and their ideas, as well as what a personality disorder is and how it develops. 

-Lecture on social psychology. Discussion of famous social experiments and known concepts of how people effect each other in group situations. 

Week 10
-Lecture on the physiology of the brain. Sensation and perception involves the way our brain physically works and how it helps us to navigate the world.

-Lecture on states of consciousness, which will include awareness and hypnosis. 

Week 11
-Lecture on abnormal psychology, which will include description of key mental disorders, how they are diagnosed and differentiated. What is the DSM IV?

-Lecture on how these mental health disorders are treated by different types of psychologist. What is theoretical orientation?

Week 12


-Presentations (Students will begin to present their group projects.)

-Presentations (Students will continue to present their group projects)

Week 13


-Presentations (Students will continue presenting group projects.) 

- Review for the finial exam, which will include review of key topics, hints and addressing any points of clarification students may have.

Week 14


-Final Exam

Policies and Standards:

Academic honesty and integrity: 

All students are expected to conform to the University Code of Conduct, and to adhere to the principles of academic integrity as defined by the University. 

Policy on Plagiarism: 

“To commit plagiarism means to present as one’s own the ideas, writings, computer-generated material, etc., of others without proper acknowledgement of those sources by means of quotation marks and or specific references (footnotes) to the original source from which the material was 

taken.  Plagiarism also includes the submission of the work of a commercial writing service or of a ‘ghost write’ as one’s own work.”1

Policy on Cheating: 

A. No students shall give or receive assistance in the preparation of any assignment or examination without the authorization of the instructor of the course.  Common examples of cheating include: copying from another student’s paper; using books, notes, calculator, when these are not authorized; obtaining tests before the scheduled date of the examination; copying laboratory work; and sending in a substitute to take an examination.  B. Stealing, falsifying or otherwise altering documents or records containing grades, examination materials, or anecdotal information is forbidden.

Class Policies:  First and foremost is The Golden Rule: Treat others as you wish to be treated.  Class discussions should be open and considerate of the views of others.  

POLICY ON RE-SCHEDULING EXAMS   If you are ill before an exam / quiz and cannot take it, you must obtain permission in advance for missing the exam, or you must bring in written documentation from a professional explaining why you were absent.  In the case that you cannot make the scheduled time for the Final Exam, you will need to receive formal consent, and a time must be arranged at my convenience.  

Instructional support: 

If for any reason you are finding it hard to maintain a grade you are happy with or would like to discuss your progress, feel free to come and see me during office hours or by scheduling an appointment. The best way to contact me is via e-mail, so if you have any questions or comments you may also email me for the quickest response. I would also like to say here that IT IS OK TO CALL ME! If there is something important you need to discuss, please don’t be afraid to pick up the phone. 

Incomplete grades: 

A grade of ‘I’ (Incomplete) may only be granted, at the option of the instructor and the Department Chairperson, to a student who, due to serious, documented, and verifiable extenuating circumstances beyond his/her control (such as an illness requiring hospitalization) is unable to complete the work required to obtain a grade for a course. In no case shall a grade of ‘I’ be granted to a student because he/she is not passing a course and desires additional time to attempt to obtain a passing grade. 

Special needs: 

Students with disabilities who may need special accommodations should contact and immediately register with the Office of Disabilities Services so that arrangements can be made to accommodate their needs. In addition, they are encouraged to inform the instructor that they will be contacting the aforementioned office to arrange special accommodations.

Syllabus: The dates and times listed below are given to you as an outline of how the course will progress.  The exam and project dates may be altered depending on the overall progress of the class.  The exact schedule of which topics are covered will probably be changed occasionally throughout the semester.  My belief is that every course has a life of its own, and as a group we will determine together which topics require more attention and detail.  I will continue to update this syllabus for our class as the semester progresses. 

Class Schedule & Topics to be Covered

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

3/6/12

First Day. Syllabus, Introduction, Discussion; Reading: 1 

3/8/12



NO CLASS ( Purim)

3/12/12
Lecture (Scientific Basis of Psychology & Research Methods) & Activity; Reading: 2

3/15/12


Lecture (Developmental Psychology) & Activity; Reading: 3

3/20/11                                   Lecture (Developmental Psychology) & Activity; Reading: 4

3/22/11


Lecture (Cognition & Learning) & Activity; Reading: 5

3/27/12


Lecture (Cognition & Learning) & Activity; Reading: 6

4/3/12



No Class (Passover Break)

4/5/11


 
No Class (Passover Break)

4/10/11


Lecture (Intelligence & Testing) & Activity; Reading: 8

4/12/11


Lecture (Memory) Activity; Reading: 8

4/17/11


Review

4/19/11


Mid-Term Examination

4/24/12


Lecture (Motivation) & Activity; Reading: 10

4/26/12


No Class (Israel Independence Day)

5/01/12


Lecture (Emotion) & Activity; Reading: 11

5/03/12


Lecture (Theories of Personality) & Activity; Reading: 12

5/08/12


Lecture (Social Psychology) & Activity; Reading: 13

5/10/12
Lecture (Physiology: Sensation & Perception) & Activity;           Reading: 14

5/15/12


Lecture (States of Consciousness) & Activity; Reading: 15

5/17/12


Lecture (Abnormal Psychology) & Activity; Reading: 17

5/22/12


Lecture (Treatments) & Activity; Reading: 17

5/24/12


Presentations

5/29/12


Presentations

5/31/12


Presentations

6/05/12


Review

6/07/12


Final Exam


JS 198 A: The Israeli Cinema – Images of Life

Colby College, Spring 2011 — Wednesday, 13:00-15:30, Lovejoy 208

Yoav Kosh

Lovejoy 352, ykosh@colby.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

From its earliest days, Israeli cinema has dealt with the difficulties of representing the culture and history of a country fighting an ongoing war for survival. Today, Israeli cinema attracts large audiences and earns recognition and respect worldwide. The course will explore the remarkable evolution of Israeli cinema toward a sophisticated maturity.  It will examine cinematic representations of various aspects of Israeli life (including state-building, military service, the Holocaust, the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, and Israeli identity) as well as the development of cinematic aesthetic and cinematic language in the Israeli cinema.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Attendance at film screenings and active participation in class discussions.

One-page response papers to three or four of the five films being screened before spring break, submitted via email by Tuesday evening.

An in-class, research-based presentation on an aspect of Israeli cinema, to be delivered during the second half of the semester.

Final project: preparing a short personal film (3-5 minutes) that reflects your own personal identity and roots. It can be a short video clip about a person, a place, special food, an event, or anything else with which one has a strong emotional connection.

Students are strongly encouraged to contact me via email or in person in order to schedule one-on-one meetings over the course of the semester to check in regarding their performance in class, their presentation research, and their work on the final assignment.  

Session 1 (2/2/11)

Introduction

Short history of Israel and Israeli Cinema.

Short clips: There were Ten, Hill 24 Doesn't Answer, Charlie and a Half,

                     Peeping Toms, A Hole in the Moon.  

Reading:

Judd Ne’eman, “The Death Mask of Moderns: A Genealogy of New Sensibility Cinema in Israel,” Israel Studies 4 

Screening: Life According Agfa (2/7/11) 19:00 Pugh Center

Session 2 (2/9/11)

Fears and Frustrations in Israeli Society – discussion in class

Short clips: Heaven Now, Beyond the Walls, Mapping, On a Narrow Bridge.

Reading:

Ilan Avisar, “The National and the Popular in Israeli Cinema,” Shofar 24 (2005)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Screening: Summer of Aviya (2/14/11) 19:00 Lovejoy 207

Session 3 (2/16/11)

Fears and Frustrations in Israeli Society – discussion in class

Short clips: Walk on Water, Because of that War, Wooden Gun 

Reading:

Nurith Gertz, “Gender and nationality in the new Israeli cinema,” Assaph 2001: 227-46 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Screening: Summer Vacation (My Father my Lord) (THURSDAY 2/17/11) 19:00 Diamond

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Session 4 (2/23/11)

Multicultural Society - discussion in class

Short clips: Ha-Ushpizin, Sweet Mud, Children of the Sun.

Reading:

Donna Rosenthal, “The Haredim,” “The [Zionist] Orthodox,” and “The Non-Orthodox” in The Israelis

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

screening:  Vasermil    (2/28/11) 19:00 Lovejoy 215

Session 5 (3/2/11) 

Multicultural Society - discussion in class

Short clips: Sallah, A Bit of Luck, Beyond the Sea, Sh'chur.

Reading:

Ella Shohat, “The ‘Bourekas’ and Sephardi Representation,” in Israeli Cinema: East/West and the Politics of ReReading, University of Texas Press, 1989 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

screening: Ajami (3/7/11) 19:00 Lovejoy 208

Session 6 (3/9/11) 

Multicultural Society - discussion in class

Short clips: Atach, The Syrian Bride, Heaven Now. 

Reading:

Ephraim Yuchtman-Yaar and Ze’ev Shavit, “The Cleavage between Jewish and Arab Israeli Citizens,” in Jews in Israel

Screening: Beaufort (3/28/11) 19:00 Lovejoy 208

Session 7 (3/30/11) 

The Army and State of War - discussion in class

Short clips: Lebanon, Kippur, On Leave (student film), The Tunnel (student film)

                     Avanty Popolo.

Reading:

Donna Rosenthal, “One of the World’s Most Volatile Neighborhoods,” and “A People’s Army” in The Israelis

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

screening:    The Band Visit  (4/4/11) 19:00 Lovejoy 208

Session 8 (4/6/11) 

The Big City and the Periphery - discussion in class

Short clips: Aviva My Love

Reading: 

S. Ilan Troen, “From New Towns to Development Towns,” in Reimagining Zion 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

screening:    Love Sick (4/11/11) 19:00 Lovejoy 208

Session 9 (4/13/11) 

The Big city and the Periphery - discussion in class

Short clips: Suroo, The Big Dig , Desert Trains (student film), Turn Left at the End of the

                     World.     

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

screening: Seven Days(Shiv'a) (THURSDAY 4/14/11) 19:00 Diamond 141

Session 10 (4/20/11)

The Israeli Family - discussion in class

Short clips: Late Marriage 

Reading:

Donna Rosenthal, “Dating and Mating Israeli Style” and “Marriage, Polygamy, Adultery, and Divorce Israeli-style,” in The Israelis

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

screening: Aya – Imagined Autobiography  (4/25/11) 19:00 Lovejoy 208

Session 11 (4/27/11)

The Israeli Woman - discussion in class

Short clips: Or (My Treasure),   Matzor (Siege) 

Reading:

Orly Lubin, “Woman as Other in Israeli Cinema,” in The Other in Jewish Thought and History

Session 12 (5/4/11)  

Screening final projects in class                  
Music and Society in Israel

Tanya Sermer

Course Description:

Music holds a very important place in Israeli culture and is a fascinating medium through which to study many aspects of Israeli life and politics.  In this course, we will explore many different genres of music, including, Songs of the Land of Israel (what has come to be regarded as “Israeli folk” music), rock, religious music, art music, and “ethnic” music, as well as Arab music and Israeli-Palestinian musical collaborations.  Among the social and political issues that emerge from music in Israel, we will discuss the development of “Hebrew culture,” the invention of tradition, the tension between Israeli and Jewish identities, spirituality and engagement with religion, discourses of authenticity, racial and ethnic politics, peace and conflict, and the expression of place.

All engagement with music will be based on listening and reading lyrics.  No musical training is necessary to be successful in this course, though students with musical skills may choose to augment their projects with performance or theoretical analysis.

Assignments

Reading and listening assignments will be given every week.  Active participation in class is expected.

Concert reports: Students will be expected to attend two performances of their choice over the course of the semester and write a short report on each, analyzing the music, the performers’ ideology and image, interaction with the audience, and function in Israeli culture, with reference to topics discussed in class.  Performances must be approved beforehand.
Album analysis: Students will write a short analysis of an album of their choice, discussing the music, genre, image portrayed by liner notes and cover art, target audience, and function in Israeli culture, with reference to topics discussed in class.  Albums must be approved beforehand.
Final project: A larger final project on a topic of the students’ choice.  Projects may be historical, ethnographic, performative or theoretical (musical analysis) and may be presented in creative ways.  Students will be required to submit a proposal and resource list no later than week eight.
Semester Schedule

Week 1: Introduction

What can we learn from a society’s music?  What constitutes Israeli music?  Why is music such an interesting medium through which to study Israeli society and culture?  

We will discuss how to approach listening assignments, providing students with tools to guide their listening as well as vocabulary with which to talk about what they hear.

UNIT ONE: Musical Creation of “Tarbut Ivrit” and the “New Jew”

Weeks 2-3: Songs of the Land of Israel

(This lesson will begin in Week 1 and continue in Week 2.)

An exploration of the invention of an Israeli “folk” culture and the role of music in indoctrinating immigrants in the philosophy of “tarbut ivrit.” Topics to include Hebrew language, shirah b’tzibur, l’hakot tzvaiot, and song festivals.

Weeks 4-5: Israeli rock

We will look at how Israeli rock of the ‘60s and ‘70s represented both a development out of and a break from the SLI genre, discussing how rock expressed a continuing interest in generating uniquely Israeli music while simultaneously engaging in global cultural trends.

UNIT TWO: Race Relations and Identity Politics

Week 6: Musiqa Mizrakhit

We will explore how the struggle of Mizrakhi Jews against the cultural dominance of the Ashkenazim plays out in music, the gradual inclusion of Middle Eastern musical elements into the mainstream of popular music, and the discourse of authenticity surrounding Yemenite Jews which allowed for the special status of Yemenite singers.
Week 7: Jewish Spirituality in Mainstream Popular Music

We will look at references to God, religious texts, and Jewish tradition in popular music, discussing Israeli engagement with Jewish heritage, Israeli “secular” spirituality, the tensions between Israeli and Jewish identities, and the case of celebrities who become ba’alei t’shuvah. We will also discuss the recent “Piyyut Revival” and what this may say about changing Israeli attitudes towards Jewish tradition.

Weeks 8-9: Art Music

A discussion of the various ways in which Israeli composers since the 1930s have sought to create Israeli art music and how their approaches have been different from popular song writers. Given that these composers followed European models of composing national music, we will also discuss the fine lines between nationalism, exoticism, and orientalism in the creation of Israeli identity.

UNIT THREE: Music and Place
Week 10: The Tel Aviv – Jerusalem Binary
We will discuss the stereotypes of the cultural character of Tel Aviv in contradistinction to Jerusalem and how this binary is both reinforced and undermined in music.
Week 11: Soundscapes—Sound, Music, and Performance in Public Spaces
In conclusion, we will explore how sounds and music that occur in public spaces contribute to the character of the public sphere and what we can learn about a place from its soundscape.
Introduction to Anthropology

Dr. Raquel Romberg

July 26, 2011

Description: 

This course will present the anthropological field of knowledge both as an

 interpretative frame aimed at capturing and understanding particular social 

realities and as a discourse built upon specific assumptions about how to 

investigate and analyze that realty. The course is organized around five interrelated issues:

 a) the identification of a number of key organizing principles guiding anthropological research

 and writing, with special attention to the central role of the anthropologist;

 b) the interrelation between common sense explanations and contextual interpretations of reality;

 c) the exploration of how the social order and its internal boundaries are created, maintained, 

controlled, and reproduced through the use of language;

 d) the examination of what is culturally known,  what may be knowable, and what will

 remain forever foreign via the exploration of central analytical categories in anthropology such

 as the family, community, the nation, and the self; e) the evaluation of the interpretative turn in cultural anthropology, its critics, and its future.  
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